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Experience the best of Singapore then travel on to Malaysian Borneo for a deeply 
luxurious, pampering stay at Gaya Island Resort. Arrive by boat to this paradise 

island, a luxurious sanctuary nestled in the hillside of an ancient rainforest surrounded 
by clear blue sea, within the protected Tunku Abdul Rahman Marine Park. 
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Relax on a golden sandy beach, explore ancient rainforest and get up close to 
Orangutans, Sun Bears and Turtles. Gaya Island is committed to ecologically 
sustainable practices which preserve the beauty of its natural environment 
and wildlife. The Resort's eco-friendly initiatives range from conservation and 
education to rescue programmes. Tour includes flights with Singapore Airlines 
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Welcome 


ummer is having its grand finale this month, with 
a host of bright, beautiful, seasonal flowers easing us 
through these languid, late-summer days and bringing 
forth the burnished tones of early autumn. There's a 
sense of this heady atmosphere in our feature on Susie White's 
garden in Northumberland (page 32), and the farmhouse 
garden of Anja Broekhuis in the Netherlands (page 50), 
as well as in head gardener Asa Gregers-Warg’s September 
plant picks from the Beth Chatto Gardens (page 20). 

This month we also go behind the scenes at Great Dixter, 
and discover what it is like to learn and work at that lauded 
garden, through the experience of volunteer gardener Jodie 
Jones (page 66), and why it remains such an innovative and 
influential place. There is insight into the craft of basket 
maker Suzie Grieve, who creates mini artworks out of foraged 
plant fibres (page 92), and we explore the most creative 
ideas for sourcing and using reclaimed materials and items 
in the garden (page 76). 

And finally, this issue, a special announcement: fresh from 
her Best Show Garden win at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show, 
designer Charlotte Harris is joining our esteemed panel of 
contributing editors (see page 8). Charlotte has been a valued 
friend of, and contributor to, the magazine for several years 
now, and we are delighted to be 
working closer with her on the 
direction of Gardens Illustrated 
into the future. 


Che puawie Mahon 


STEPHANIE MAHON, EDITOR 


ONLINE THIS MONTH 


We've just launched our new autumn 
By", series of online talks. To book, scan 
th. ps this QR code with your phone or 

* visit gardensillustrated.com/ 
masterclass 


Susie White’s.country 
garden offers a bright 
burst of late-summer 

colour, page 32. 
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From small seeds... 


The addition of a glasshouse to a garden can help growing potential thrive. Discover 
how to elevate an outside space while nurturing budding horticultural prowess. 


blooms, fruit and veg all year round. The 

gardener with a glasshouse is blessed as 
earlier seeding and added protection from the 
elements allow crops to flourish. Managing 
tender produce, such as cucumbers and 
peppers, becomes an easier proposition. A 
glasshouse also provides the opportunity to 
try growing more exotic, heat-adoring plants, 
such as okra and melon. In the late autumn, 
hardy salad crops can be safely raised and 
enjoyed over winter. No more soggy bags of 
leaves from the supermarket, rather fresh 
home-grown produce all year round from the 
kitchen garden. 

As well as providing an array of colour in 

each season, a glasshouse is a cosy retreat on 


I magine being able to enjoy a bounty of 


a cold winter's day, a peaceful space to reflect 
and sit in nature, and a social area to spend 
time with friends and family. 


Grand designs 

If you're keen to enjoy the benefits of having a 
glasshouse, then planning the right look and 
shape to suit the space is the first step. You 
may think that your garden is too small or 
awkwardly shaped for a glasshouse, but Alitex 
Glasshouses offers a solution to fit most shapes 
and sizes. 

Pre-designed options include the eight 
glasshouses in Alitex’s National Trust 
Collection, all which have been inspired by 
the Trust's rich heritage of properties. The 
pretty, bijou Hidcote is ideal for smaller urban 


outdoor areas and cottages. The modern 
Victorian greenhouse, the Ickworth, features a 
luxurious, spacious interior. With a full range 
of accessories including LED lighting, heating, 
benching and plant support systems it’s easy to 
create the ideal conditions to optimise growing. 
If you have a particular vision, an unusual 
space, or specific requirements, Alitex also 
offers a bespoke collection. There are a wide 
range of options including freestanding, lean- 
to, hexagonal or octagonal. But where to start? 


360-degree service 

Designing a glasshouse may seem like an 
overwhelming proposition and it certainly 
requires expertise, so Alitex offers a turnkey 
service to de-stress the journey. “From initial 


Advertisement Feature 


enquiry, we are on hand to guide you through 
the process and remain there for you long 
after the installation of your greenhouse,’ says 
Alitex reassuringly. 

Alitex’s complete project management 
service begins with a face-to-face consultation 
to discuss your needs, vision, and base 
material options. Its engineers will pick it 
up from there and design the best bespoke 
solution. If the glasshouse needs planning 
permission, the Alitex Planning Service can 
make the application on your behalf. 

All the structural elements are 
manufactured in Hampshire. Once complete, 
it’s time for delivery and an expert team 
of glasshouse builders take over. “Our 
glasshouses, engineered in aluminium, are 
very exact structures and have minimal 
degrees of tolerance,” says Alitex. “We build 
bases to perfectly fit the strict levels of 
precision every time.’ If youd rather take care 
of the build yourself, Alitex offers a costed 
inspection service. Its keen-eyed building 
team will inspect the site and do a ‘brief and 
base’ check to ensure everything is going 
according to plan. 

Alitex glasshouses are built to last so once 
the crowning jewel of the garden has been 
erected it’s important to consider its ongoing 
maintenance. Cleaning is important for 
aesthetic reasons and to prevent the spread of 
germs and diseases that can affect plants. The 
cleaning service involves cleansing the inside 
and out of the glasshouse with an eco-friendly, 
mild lifting agent. All moving parts are checked 
and lubricated to ensure continuing efficiency. 


A chance to grow 
As we grow increasingly conscious of the 
nutritional value of organic produce, the 
rewards of self-sufficiency and the well-being 
benefits of gardening all year round, the 
blessings of a glasshouse become ever clearer. 
Alitex offers support and advice for year- 
round gardening with its Growing Guides 
and Advice Articles. Month-by-month 
features explain what to plant when, with step- 
by-step guidance through the process, helping 
you to successfully nurture flora seasonally 
and realise your full growing potential. 


a\~ 
A LIT E xX" 


GLASS HO UWSES 
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www.alitex.co.uk 
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Gardening talent Meet 

Claire Margetts, the inaugural 
Sissinghurst Scholar 

Who's who Eleftherios Dariotis, 
the Greek plantsman on inspiring 
his fellow Greeks to embrace 
Mediterranean flora 

Perfectly formed Weaver Suzie 
Grieve creates tiny pots and 
pouches from the plant fibres 
she forages around her home 
Sitting comfortably Alice 
Vincent asks why it's so hard to 
find affordable garden furniture 
and looks at buying secondhand 
and reclaimed pieces 


Waste not, want not Expert 
advice on how to recycle old 
materials and use reclaimed 
items in the garden 

Design news New garden 
areas at the Horniman 
Museum & Gardens 

High ideas Discover how 
Landsberg Garden Design 
brought tranquillity to 

a sloping Sydney garden 
Sourcebook Nine of the 
best garden arches 


Welcome 

Contributors 

Dig in News of the chance to 
purchase a piece of history 
Kitted out For organising your 
garden tools and equipment 
Subscription offer 

Save when you subscribe 

to the digital edition of 
Gardens Illustrated 

Book reviews From cottage 
gardens to the lost stories of 
women gardeners 
Crossword and back issues 
Next issue What's coming 
up in our October issue 


A mix of Amsonia hubrichtii and 
Andropogon gerardii ‘Blackhawks’ in 
the parterre at The Farm at Doe Run 
reflects the rich autumnal colours of 
the surrounding Pennsylvanian 
landscape, page 82. 
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COVER IMAGE 


Great Dixter by Richard 
Bloom (page 66) 


ON THE COVER 


Top plants for late summer, 
pages 20 and 42 

What I learned at 

Dixter, page 66 

Second life, page 76 

Down under, page 100 
Win a luxury 

break’, page 117 


EVENTS AND 
OFFERS 


* Save money when you 

subscribe to the digital edition of 
Gardens Illustrated — page 24 

+ Save 30% on our 2023 
Masterclass series of online talks 
when you book all three — page 114 
+ Win a luxury two-night stay at 
Hartwell House & Spa in 
Buckinghamshire 

worth £1,195t — page 117 


+ Competition open to UK readers only. 


Subscriber copies of Gardens 
Illustrated are now delivered 

in paper wrapping instead of 
recyclable plastic polywrap. 
This paper wrap is 100% recyclable 
and made from sustainably 
sourced paper. Please recycle 
in your kerbside recycling 

bin. We would love to hear your 
feedback, please contact us at 
paperwrap@immediate.co.uk 
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Design: Craig AtkinSo 


Find out more about our inspirational 
design training at Royal Botanic 
Gardens Kew, RHS Garden Wisley 
and online. 


Design: Craig Atkinson 


Our Diploma and other professional 
development programmes are delivered 
from our home in Royal Botanic Gardens 
Kew with a real-time, online option for 
those wishing to study with us from 
home. In 2023 we also have an 
expanded short course programme for 
professionals and garden enthusiasts at 
all our training centres and online. 


Visit our website legd.org.uk to see how 
our students are creating successful 
garden design careers and discover a 
course that is right for you. 


LONDON 
COLLEGE 
OF GARDEN 
DESIGN 


+44 (0)1483 762955 info@lcgd.org.uk 
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Tamsin Westhorpe —_ Robert Mabic Jennifer Gay 
Tamsin visits Susie Robert photographs Jennifer meets Greek 
White’s naturalistic Anja Broekhuis’s plantsman Eleftherios 

Northumbrian garden, _ garden, page 50. “The Dariotis, page 58. 

page 32. “I’minaweas __ old garden and new, “Eleftherios retains 

to how this garden sits in the Dutch New an infectious, 

so comfortably in the Wave style, make a childlike wonder of 

landscape. It’salesson charming whole, full of the plant world - it’s 

in gardeninghandin _ colour and interesting inspiring to spend 
hand with nature.” combinations.” time in his company.” 
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Charlotte co-founded the values-driven landscape design practice Harris 
Bugg Studio with Hugo Bugg in 2017. She has won three Gold medals at 
the RHS Chelsea Flower Show, as well as Best Show Garden in 2023. 


Fergus Garrett 
Fergus was appointed head gardener at Great Dixter by Christopher Lloyd 
in 1993 and is now the garden's CEO. He was awarded an RHS Associate of 
Honour in 2008 and an RHS Victoria Medal of Honour in 2019. 


James Basson 
James lives in the South of France where he runs Scape Design, a practice 
for creating sustainable landscapes. The winner of four Chelsea Gold 
medals, he was awarded Best Show Garden in 2017. 
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Anna was The Independent’s gardening correspondent for 30 years and 
is the author of the bestselling book The Tulip. In 2000 the RHS awarded 
her the Veitch Memorial Medal. She lives and gardens in Dorset. 
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Dan is one of the UK’s best-known garden designers. Among his many 
award-winning gardens is the Tokachi Millennium Forest in Japan. He was 
awarded an OBE in the 2022 New Year Honours for services to horticulture. 


Sarah Price 
Sarah is one of the UK’s most sought-after garden designers. She won Gold 
at Chelsea in 2012, 2018 and 2023, and was GMG Garden Columnist of the 
Year in 2016 for her design series in Gardens Illustrated. 
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You can find plenty more 
events to enjoy by going 
to our online diary. Scan 

this QR code with your 
phone camera or goto + 
gardensillustrated.com/ 
events 
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STRAWBERRY HILL HOU 


FESTIVAL 


Petal power 


Before we bid farewell to summer, there is a chance to revel in the best of British-grown seasonal flowers and foliage at the Flower 
Festival at Strawberry Hill House in Twickenham, London. Curators Leigh Chappell and Janne Ford have commissioned more 
than 30 UK-based floral designers and growers, including Bex Partridge of Botanical Tales, Electric Daisy Flower Farm and Hazel 
Gardiner, to fill the rooms of this Gothic-style house with sustainable foam-free designs that aim to challenge our perceptions of 
floristry. 22-24 September, £19 entry. Talks and workshops need to be booked separately. strawberryhillhouse.org.uk 
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Grow a piece of history 


Legend has it that Sir Isaac Newton formulated his law of universal gravitation after 
observing an apple fall from a tree in the orchard of his childhood home, Woolsthorpe 
Manor in Lincolnshire. Over the years, several trees have been propagated from 

that famous original (below), including one at Newton's alma mater, Trinity College, 
Cambridge, and now ten more such trees are coming up for sale to the general 

public. In collaboration with the current custodian of Woolsthorpe Manor, the National 
Trust, Blue Diamond Garden Centres is auctioning ten saplings propagated from 

the 400-year-old tree to raise money for the house and orchards future care. 
With a reserve price of £500, the ten Malus domestica ‘Flower of Kent’ 4 
saplings will be auctioned online this month with up to half of proceeds 4 


S/ANNAPURNA MELLOR 


=] 
= 
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SAM KEAST 


Talking point raised going to the National Trust and Woolsthorpe Manor. Bs 


Bidding ends at 3pm on 29 September, and you can register $ og 
THE SMART your interest at bluediamond.gg/national-trust 
CHOICE? 


Wouldn't it be amazing if we could 

grow fresh herbs and tomatoes all 

year? One potential solution is to 
use a smart garden, which offers 
the opportunity to grow less 
hardy crops all year-around in 
the comfort of your home. 

Gardens Illustrated's content 
producer Molly Blair (above) led 
an inhouse test of smart gardens 
to see if they're worth the cost 
and, more importantly, to see if 
the crops are up to scratch. 

The team of testers gave a 
range of smart gardens three to 
four star ratings, with the pros 
being easy set-up, tasty crops and 
easy germination. Cons included 
overly bright growing lights and 
the high cost of the kits. 


To find out more about smart 
gardens and read our reviews, 
scan the QR code below with 
your phone camera or head 
to gardensillustrated.com/ 
smartgardens 


Ease into autumn 
with these supersoft, handmade Flower 
: Bed socks from homeware brand Velvet 

) Linen, £65. Available in five colours — 

: Phlox (shown), Sedum, Ivy, Rosehip 
and Dahlia — from natural plant dyes, 
they're part of the new Garden Harvest 
collection, which also includes naturally 
dyed cushions and hanging 


decorations. velvetlinen.co.uk 
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DIG IN NEWS 


DESIGN 


HEALING 
SPACES 


Aonce-neglected outdoor 

area at Charing Cross Hospital 
in London is being transformed 
into a peaceful and reflective 
space by Dario Pizzi Design 
studio. Funded by The Imperial 
Trust Charity as part of its 
“green spaces’ initiative, the 
new Sanctuary Garden has 
been designed to provide a 
reflective space for family 

and friends to grieve privately 
following the loss of a loved 
one. The calm garden, which 

b oh opened in June, includes 

’ ot 2 secluded seating areas that are 
surrounded by shade-tolerant 
soft planting — astrantias, 
anemones, foxgloves and 


GOOD READ Find both inspiration and frre sigreonccicur 
expert advice in plantsman Adrian Bloom's palette with touches of 
account of how he developed his garden Foggy — Gariopiazidesigncom 

Bottom, from an open meadow in 1967 to the 

six acres of dramatic planting that you see 

today. Foggy Bottom — A Garden to Share 


costs £45 from foggybottomgarden.co.uk 


wat To po In... SEPTEMBER 
11 15-17 


Autumn Block Gardening Leave Learn 
Printing Workshop about nature-friendly 
Learn essential printing growing in a residential 


The Cutting Garden 
with Sarah Raven 
Discover how to have 


techniques with course at the former bucket-loads of cut 
Speronella Marsh of home of the Mitford flowers throughout the 
Hare's Tail. Monday 11 sisters. Friday 15 to year. Thursday 28 


September, 10am-4pm. Sunday 17 September. September, 10.30am- 


E £175. Daylesford, nr From £400. Asthall 3 5pm. £250. Perch Hill 

Es ss Z _ Kingham, Gloucestershire 5 Manor, Burford, < Farm, East Sussex TN32 
5 , — — <a GL56 OYG. Tel 01608 Oxfordshire OX18 4HW. = SHP. Tel 0345 092 0283, 
‘ha 731700, daylesford.com asthallmanor.com = sarahraven.com 
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DIG IN NEWS 


Pretty in pink 


The East London Parasol Company has launched a new 
limited-edition Margot parasol in what, thanks to the 
Barbiecore phenomenon, has become the colour of 
2023. Hand-painted in Bali with a deep-pink and gold 
floral design that’s fringed with pale-pink and citrus 
tassels, it’s perfect for bringing some stylish shade to 
an Indian summer. Available with a two- or three-metre 
canopy; prices start at £399. eastlondonparasols.com 
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HORI HORI TOOL 


Discover a wider range of hori hori 
tools by scanning this QR code 
with your phone camera, or visit 
gardensillustrated.com/hori 


, VERSATILE | MADE IN JAPAN 
; Hori Hori Tool, / Hori Hori Japanese 
a £45, Genus, | Trowel, £32, Niwaki, 
; 020 3617 1166, 01747 445059, 
genus.gs niwaki.com 


14 gardensillustrated.com SEPTEMBER 2023 


Future visions 


If you're in New York at the end 
of this month, there's the chance 
to take part in a fascinating 
discussion of the ideas shaping 
the future of gardens at the 
Garden Conservancy's Garden 
Futures Summit. The two-day 
event includes a day of panel 
discussions on the themes of 
environment, community and 
culture held at the New York 
Botanical Garden with speakers 
including historians Abra Lee (1) 
and Brent Leggs (2), landscape 
architect David Godshall (3), 
designer Adam Greenspan 

and architect Vanessa Keith. 
Rewilding expert Isabella 

Tree (4) of Knepp Estate (left) 
will deliver the keynote speech. 
On Sunday there's the chance 
to visit some gardens in the New 
York area. 29-30 September. 
Registration is $200; garden 
tours are priced separately. 
gardenconservancy.org 


CLASSIC 
Hori Hori Garden 
> Trowel with Sheath, 
£36.99, Primrose, 
primrose.co.uk 
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Now is the perfect time to plan your natural swimming pond. See gartenart.co.uk 


“Tt’s utterly amazing, it’s the central focus of living at 
our house. The quality of the water is extraordinary 
— it’s almost a silky feeling as you glide through it.” 


Swimming pond owner in East Sussex 


Gartenart Swimming Ponds 
Unit 112 Screenworks, 22 Highbury Grove, london N5 2EF 


020 7183 3333 www.gartenart.co.uk 
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DIG IN SHOPPING 


KIT TED OUT 


For carrying, organising and storing your garden tools and equipment 


COMPILED BY MOLLY BLAIR AND NIKI GOSS 


1. Gardening Caddy Bag, with waterproof reinforced base, £69, 020 3617 1166, genus.gs 2. Niwaki Double Holster, leather, £48, 01747 445059, niwaki.com 
3. HydroSure Large Aluminium Hose Hanger, £36.43, waterirrigation.co.uk 4. Aldsworth 8 Drawer Storage Unit, spruce and galvanised metal, £400, 01993 845559, 
gardentrading.co.uk 5. Olympia Galvanised Steel Table Tidy, £17.99, 0117 316 5000, nisbets.co.uk 6. Industrial Shelf Tidy Unit, £79.95, 0345 605 2505, worm.co.uk 
7. Bark Garden Wall Storage, olive, waxed cotton, £45, fermliving.co.uk 8. Circular Welly Boot Stand, matt black, £70, 0333 400 1500, harrodhorticultural.com 
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DIG IN SHOPPING 


1. Niwaki ST-Type Tool Box, grey, £108, 020 7269 6469, oliverspencer.co.uk 2. The Frank Tool Roll, khaki, waxed cotton, £34.95, tinkerandfix.co.uk 
3. Lena Tongue & Groove Apex Tool Shed, W 84cm x D 45cm x H178cm, £224.99, 0800 756 4152, wayfair.co.uk 4. Korbo Bucket 24, acid-proof steel, £121, 
020 3002 1196, nordicnest.com 5. Moreton Peg Board, £35, 01993 845559, gardentrading.co.uk 6. Handtool Rack, €26.10, +31 (0)228 511 365, sneeboer.com 
7. Farringdon Tap Hose Hanger, hose sold separately, £20, 01993 845559, gardentrading.co.uk 8. Esschert Adjustable Tool Apron, £14.99, amazon.co.uk 
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rhinogreenhouses.co.uk 
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There’s nothing quite like a Rhino. 
A greenhouse designed by 

er gardeners for gardeners, it has 
all the features you need to 

make growing plants a simple joy. 
The elegant structure belies its 
storm-defying strength, and each 
one has a 25-year guarantee so you 
can enjoy peace of mind and the 
peace of gardening. 
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HELIANTHUS ‘LEMON QUEEN’ 


I wouldn't be without this reliable classic 
that blooms continuously from late 
summer until the first hard frost. Its mass 
of lemon-yellow flowers combines so well 
with the purple shades of Aster tataricus, 
Vernonia arkansana and tall grasses, and 
a Chelsea chop in late May lessens the 
need for staking. H. ‘Carine’ is similar, 
but lighter in colour and more compact, 
while the towering H. giganteus ‘Sheila’s 
Sunshine’ has lovely creamy-yellow 
blooms, held aloft on very tall, wine- 
stained stems. Admittedly, neither 

suits a small space, where Silphium mohrii 
might be a better choice. AGM* 


Height and spread 2m x 1m. 

Origin Garden (species North America). 
Conditions Any reasonably fertile soil; 
full sun or partial shade. 

Hardiness RHS H4, USDA 2a-11". 
Season of interest August — September. 


i” 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society.tHardiness ratings given where available. 


Asa Gregers-Warg is head 
gardener at Beth Chatto’s 
Plants and Gardens in 
Essex bethchatto.co.uk 


CARYOPTERIS X 
CLANDONENSIS HINT OF 


GOLD (= ‘LISAURA) 

This lovely hybrid forms a bushy compact 
shrub and has the broad leaf of C. incana, 
one of its parents, decorated with wavy 
edges. The foliage is brightest in spring 
and early summer, slowly turning a more 
luminous chartreuse as the season 
progresses. Although Beth preferred the 
grey-leafed types, she wasn’t averse to 
adding a spot of uplifting gold, believing 
even the slightest change in leaf colour 
could bring out different tones to the 
flower colour. Prune in late spring, 

back to a strong pair of buds. AGM. 


Height and spread 90cm x 90cm. 
Origin Garden (Southeast Asia). 
Conditions Well-drained soil (especially in 
winter), sheltered from cold wind; full sun. 
Hardiness RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b. 


Season of interest August — September. 


DIG IN PLANTSPERSON’S FAVOURITES 


rp! ry 


As summer starts to glide gently into autumn, ie Gregers-Warg makes the most of the 
last days of sunshine with a golden sunflower, bright foliage and a soft fountain grass 


PHOTOGRAPHS RICHARD BLOOM 


SALIX UDENSIS 
‘GOLDEN SUNSHINE’ 


I prefer to use golden-leaved plants 
sparingly and mostly in dappled shade, 
where they don’t scorch, but this willow 
sits happily in full sun on a bank above 
one of our garden ponds. Shining like 

a golden beacon, clothed in narrow, 
lance-shaped leaves, visitors sometimes 
mistake it from a distance for a yellow- 
leaved bamboo. The vibrant foliage 
remains attractive into autumn, but slowly 
takes on a more chartreuse tone as it 
matures. Like most willows, it’s easy and 
fast growing. To keep the size in check, 
we give it a hard prune in late winter. 


Height and spread 4m x 3m. 

Origin East Asia (discovered in Japan). 
Conditions Any soil that’s not too 

dry; full sun. 

Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 4a-7b. 
Season of interest April — October. 


SUCCISELLA INFLEXA 


Masses of dainty flowers atop wiry 

stems, create a lovely see-through effect. 
Its airy appearance gives the impression 
that it’s more delicate and fragile than it 
is. Given the chance, this perennial can 
swamp less robust neighbours — each 
spring we carefully remove its wandering 
runners from adjacent clumps of asters, 
hesperanthas and Iris sibirica — but luckily 
the roots are superficial, and our nursery 
is always grateful for any surplus stock we 
can spare. Carex elata ‘Aurea’, Physostegia 
virginiana and Bistorta amplexicaulis 
make lovely companions, and are less 
prone to being swamped. 


Height and spread 60-90cm x 50cm. 
Origin Southern and eastern Europe. 
Conditions Moisture-retentive soil; full 
sun to partial shade. 

Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 5a-8b. 
Season of interest August — September. 
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CENTENNIAL 


Over the years, Beth acquired quite a 
collection of pelargoniums with different 
leaf shapes, textures and scents that we 
still propagate in small numbers in our 
nursery. When she introduced me to this 
Australian-bred stellar pelargonium, 
which she always used in her summer pot 
displays, it wasn’t exactly love at first sight, 
but I’ve grown to appreciate it for its 
fabulous, decorative foliage and low, 
compact habit. I love the contrast between 
the deep-maroon central blotch and the 
surrounding vivid lime-green edge. I still 
don’t love its orange-red flowers. AGM. 


Height and spread 30cm x 30cm. 
Origin Garden (species South Africa). 
Conditions Well-drained soil; full sun to 
partial shade. Overwinter frost-free. 
Hardiness RHS HIC, USDA 10a-11. 
Season of interest June — October. 


r 


MACLEAYA MICROCARPA 


If you don’t mind the plume poppy’s 
wandering tendencies, or object to chasing 
its roaming rhizomes, this stately 
perennial adds both height and texture to 
the border. M. cordata is less vagabond- 
prone with buff-white flowers, but I love 
to pair the cultivar M. microcarpa 
‘Spetchley Ruby’, which holds its deep 
wine-red flowers above beautifully lobed, 
handsome, glaucous-green leaves, with 
the dark foliage of Physocarpus opulifolius 
‘Diabolo’. Clump-forming Thalictrum 
‘Elin’ makes a terrific back-of-the-border 
alternative, with its self-supporting purple 
stems and airy panicles. 


Height and spread 2-2.5m x 1m-plus. 
Origin China. 

Conditions Most soils; full sun to 
partial shade. 

Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 3a-10b. 
Season of interest July — September. 


PELARGONIUM ‘VANCOUVER 


PENNISETUM ALOPECUROIDES 
‘BLACK BEAUTY’ 


We planted this fountain grass in our 
Reservoir Garden assuming the soil would 
be moisture-retentive enough, and while it 
looked fantastic for a year or so, giving us 
the most wonderful display of dark 
bottlebrush-like flowers, the scorching 
summers of the past two years proved 
disastrous. Now relocated to a different 
part of the gardens, I can’t wait to see its 
tactile flower spikes covered in dew, 
backlit by the autumn sun and later, 
gilded in hoar frost. Cut the foliage back 
to 10cm from the ground in early spring. 


Height and spread 1m x 1m. 
Origin Garden (Species Asia 

and Australia). 

Conditions Well-drained soil but 
not too dry; full sun. 

Hardiness RHS H3, USDA 6a-9b. 
Season of interest July — October. 
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for places to see 
seasonal plants 
at their best 


Be sure to check opening 
times. Some garden visits 
may need to be pre-booked 


Asa's recommendations 


Now we no longer irrigate, 
recurring droughts mean 
that some of the shrubs in 
our Woodland Garden are in 
need of replacing with more 
resilient choices. We're 
fortunate to have a couple 
of good suppliers of woody 
plants nearby. Sara and 
Rupert Eley, who own The 
Place for Plants, always 
keep a brilliant selection of 
trees and shrubs at their 
plant centre, which is 
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situated on the Suffolk- 
Essex border. 

The adjacent 20-acre 
garden and arboretum was 
originally laid out by Rupert's 
great-grandfather, Charles 
Eley, who built up an 
interesting collection of 
shrubs and specimen trees. 
The Eleys have continued 
developing the gardens and 
is well worth a visit in 
September, not least to see 
their National Collection of 


deciduous euonymus. 
The plant centre is open 
daily, while the garden is 
open from 1 March to 
30 September. The Place 
for Plants, Mill Road, East 
Bergholt, Suffolk CO7 6UP. 
Tel 01206 299224, 
placeforplants.co.uk 

When | was studying 
horticulture in Sweden, our 
tutor took us to Enképing, 
asmall Swedish city 
renowned for its more than 


20 green parks (Some very 
small pocket parks). The 
jewel in the city’s crown 
was Piet Oudolf’s newly 
planted Dromparken 

(or dream park), which 
blew our minds. 

Arriving at Beth 
Chatto’'s some years later, 
| was intrigued to hear 
of Piet’s first public UK 
project, The Millennium 
Garden, at Pensthorpe, 

a 700-acre nature reserve 


HEPTACODIUM MICONIOIDES 


Much valued for its late-season blossom - 
from the end of August to October - 
which provides an excellent source of 
nectar for pollinators, and distinctively 
recurved, deciduous foliage. Once the 
white petals drop, pinkish calyces remain, 
gradually deepening in colour and 
continuing the showy display. It’s 
surprising that this stalwart member of 
the honeysuckle family isn’t more widely 
grown, as it appears to be tough as old 
boots, provided it’s given shelter from 
cold, drying winds and a well-drained 
soil. We grow it as 

a tree, rather than as a large shrub. AGM. 


Height and spread 4-6m x 3m. 

Origin China. 

Conditions Any reasonable soil; full sun to 
light dappled shade in a sheltered position. 
Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 5a-9b. 

Season of interest September — November. 


and woodland conservation 
park, near Fakenham, 
Norfolk, where his 
naturalistic style and bold 
tapestry of perennials and 
grasses blends so perfectly 
into the landscape. More 
than two decades later, it 
continues to display a 
magnificent array of 
colours, textures and 
shapes. Pensthorpe, 
Pensthorpe Road, 
Fakenham, Norwich, 


Norfolk NR21 OLN. 
Tel 01328 851465, 
pensthorpe.com 

Some of this same Piet 
Oudolf magic can be found 
at Vlinderhof (Dutch for 
butterfly court), a garden 
tucked away inacorner of 
a huge public park called 
Maximapark in Utrecht. 
Set ina big, open area for 
recreation and leisure, the 
garden has avery different 
feel to Pensthorpe, albeit 


AMARYLLIS BELLADONNA 


This autumn jewel comes in sumptuous 
shades of pink and white, its trumpet- 
shaped blooms held on purple, naked 
stems. The Jersey lily should not be 
confused with the flamboyant 
hippeastrum, popular to grow indoors 
for Christmas. It needs a warm, sunny 
spot to thrive. Like nerines, this bulb 
dislikes being encroached by its 
neighbours, so we place them in gaps 
between lavender, ballota, caryopteris 
and sedums, where they can bake in the 
sun. Prone to sulking after being moved, 
the clumps are best left before dividing, 
until they are so congested they no longer 
flower well. AGM. 


Height and spread 50cm x 30cm. 
Origin South Africa. 
Conditions Well-drained soil; full sun. 
Hardiness RHS H4, USDA 7a-10b. 
Season of interest September — October. 


with the same dynamic 
planting style. | visited in 
early October and was 
entranced by the garden 
swathed in mist. 
Maximapark, Alendorperweg 
AA TN, Vleuten, 3451 GN, 
Utrecht, the Netherlands. 
vlinderhof.com 

September is a great 
month to see Michaelmas 
daisies in bloom. Many 
popular cultivars were bred 
by Ernest Ballard at his Old 


DIG IN PLANTSPERSON’S FAVOURITES 


OENOTHERA LINDHEIMERI 


This must be the hardest working 
perennial in our Gravel Garden, where 

it produces a profusion of white blossom 
from June onwards. In the early morning 
mist, the flowers resemble a cloud of 
tiny, hovering butterflies. A Chelsea 
chop in May prevents the plants from 
becoming too leggy. If planted as a 
group, we stagger and prolong the bloom 
by only trimming the ones at the front. 
As they come into bloom, the plants at 
the back are ready to be deadheaded. In 
spring, having left approximately 10cm 
as winter protection, cut the stems to 
ground level. AGM. 


Height and spread 75cm-1.2m x 45cm. 
Origin Southern Louisiana and Texas. 
Conditions Well-drained soil; full sun. 
Hardiness RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b. 
Season of interest June — November, 
if deadheaded regularly. 


Court Nurseries, near 
Malvern, where he was 
later joined by the great 
plantsman Percy Picton. 
Percy eventually bought 
the nursery and also 
developed the adjoining 
Picton Garden. Both are 
now run by Percy’s 
granddaughter Helen and 
her husband Ross Barbour, 
who hold the National 
Collection of Michaelmas 
daisies and have filled the 
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one-and-a-half-acre garden 
with an enchanting mixture 
of treasures, extending the 
season of interest. When you 
visit, | would recommend 
taking your walking boots 
for a trek up to the top of 
nearby Pinnacle Hill for its 
breathtaking views. Old 
Court Nurseries, Walwyn 
Road, Colwall, Malvern, 
Herefordshire WR13 6QE. 
Tel 01684 540416, 
autumnasters.co.uk 
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DIG IN WISE WORDS 


COSTING 
THE EARTH 


In the middle of a cost of living crisis, 
why wouldn't you want to grow your own 
food? But as Ken Thompson points out, 
what you save will depend on how you go 
about it and how much you enjoy it 


ILLUSTRATION JILL CALDER 


oes growing your own fruit and veg make sense, from an 
environmental or financial perspective? Yes it does, but exactly 
why takes some explaining. We'll look at fruit in a minute, but 
let's start with growing your own vegetables. 

The main costs involved are two: seeds and fertiliser. But 


first, note what's not on that list: pesticides, and your time and 
effort. Pesticides make no sense at all; they're expensive, take a lot of energy to 
manufacture and — other than in the very short term - don't work. 

I’ve also taken the liberty of assuming, as you're reading this magazine, that 
you garden for the fresh air, exercise and satisfaction; in other words, that you 
enjoy gardening. If you dont, and are growing vegetables purely to save money, 
then your labour is a genuine cost, and your vegetables are expensive. You will 
never match commercial growers, with their mechanisation and economies of 
scale, so there's no point trying. 


Fertile ground 
Gardens need a lot less fertiliser than most people realise, and ornamental 
gardens need hardly any at all. The vegetable plot needs more, because [> 
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> nutrients are removed in the crop, but most of these can be replaced by 
regular application of your own garden compost. Fertiliser is therefore 
at most only a minor cost. 


Save on seeds 


Which leaves us with seeds as the main cost of vegetable growing. Some 
of this cost is unavoidable, but much of it is not. In the first place, plan 
ahead. Sign up to email alerts from a few seed merchants and buy your 
seeds when they advertise a special offer: ‘ten packets for a tenner’ 

and the like. And if you like to buy your seeds in person, do not despise 
the cheap own-brand seeds offered by some stores. There is rarely any 
need to pay a lot for seeds. 

Also, make good use of the seeds you have. You'll rarely finish 
a whole packet of anything, and even short-lived seeds like alliums 
will still be good the following season. Store your seeds somewhere 
cool and dry (the fridge is ideal) and most will last for many years. 

You can also save your own seeds. This is easier where the seeds 
form part of the crop, such as in peas or beans, but almost all crops 
will flower and seed eventually. But bear in mind that there is no 
point saving the seeds of F1 varieties. 

And if value for money plays any part in your calculations, do not even 
consider buying vegetable plug plants, which are extremely bad value - in 
fact ‘plug plants’ and ‘value’ don't even belong in the same sentence. The fact 
that you can buy radish and spring onion plugs serves only to demonstrate 
(to me anyway) that there really is one born every minute. 


Fruit for (nearly) free 


Because the plants are all perennial, once you're underway, fruit growing 
has even fewer costs than vegetable growing. And less effort too: often little 
more than picking and eating the crop. 

The main expense is obviously buying the plants or bushes, but this can 
generally be avoided. Strawberries and raspberries propagate themselves 
without even being asked, and gardening neighbours and friends will very 
often be digging up plants and throwing them away, so they may as well 
throw a few in your direction. 

Taking hardwood cuttings of currants and gooseberries is scarcely 
any more difficult, requiring no more effort than sticking a few autumn 
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The fact that you can buy 
radish and spring onion 
plugs serves only to 
demonstrate (to me, anyway) 
that there really is one 

born every minute 


prunings in the ground. These will show signs of 
life by the following spring, be well established by 
the end of summer, and make a decent-sized bush 
in a couple of years. 

If you do buy fruit bushes or plants, buy as few 
as possible and a year or two of home propagation 
will soon provide as many as you want; before you 
know it you'll be giving them away. In fact growing 
soft fruit is so easy and cheap, and the results so 
delicious, that everyone with a few square feet 
of garden to spare should do it. 


Love or money 


What all this adds up to is that growing your 
own vegetables and fruit can be very cheap, or 
even free, and therefore the crop is almost pure 
profit. If 500 leek seeds cost £2.39, I'll leave you 
to work out what each leek costs, and compare 
that to the price in Tesco. 

Not only that, but growing your own means 
fewer food miles and much less waste. A lot 
of wonky vegetables never make it on to 
supermarket shelves, but I guarantee you will 
eat — and enjoy - every hideously misshapen 
carrot that you've grown yourself. 

But never forget that the main ingredient 
in growing anything is your time and effort. 
That should be part of the fun, but if it feels 
like a chore, then there are plenty of more 
profitable, and certainly more enjoyable, 
ways to spend your time. 0 


« Dr Ken Thompson is a plant ecologist and 
myth buster, who is known for his scientific 

and practical approach to gardening. He is 
author of books on invasive species, biodiversity, 
wildlife gardening, weeds and compost making. 
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HEDG 


Readyhedge hedging plants, like the mixed native hedging shown here, are 
container-grown in the UK and fully acclimatised to UK conditions. With over 20 
years’ experience, Readyhedge delivers hedging to rely on, wherever you are. 


01386 750 585 info@readyhedge.com readyhedge.com 
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ONE YEAR GOOD GARDENING DIPLOMA 

September 2023 - beg July 2024 BOOKING NOW 

Covers the best in planting design while training in the more serious aspects of horticultural 
techniques. Practical sessions held at Arundel Castle under the guidance of head gardener Martin 
Duncan and at Sandhill Farm House, Rogate. Lectures by many leading gardening personalities and 
regular visits to outstanding private gardens. Students also learn to draw up planting plans. 

(1 day a week (Tues), | 0.30am—3. | 5pm, over three terms) 


THE ESSENTIAL GARDEN DESIGN DIPLOMA 

January - March 2024 BOOKING NOW 

Based at the Chelsea Physic Garden and led by Rosemary Alexander and architect Catriona 
Rowbotham, the course is an overview of Garden Design, covering all the elements needed to rethink 
an average garden. Taking students step by step through site surveying, using the grid, horizontal and 
vertical features, garden layouts and planting plans, costing and specification, plus drawing tuition and 
homework on design and plant portfolios. Tutors are well respected in the industry and will guide 
students on how to succeed in this diverse profession. 

(2 days a week (Wed & Thu), !0.30am—3.1 5pm, plus 2 days homework) 


Garden of Medicinal Plants - Chelsea Physic Garden Photo: R Alexander 


GARDENING FOR BEGINNERS 

4 days Wednesday & Thursday 17/18 April & 24/25 April 2024 

One of our most popular courses, led by master horticulturist Ben Pope, which aims to take each 
student through all the practical elements of caring for a garden from soil, tools, maintenance, seed 
sowing and propagating, weed control and pests and diseases. The first 3 days will be spent with 
lectures at the Chelsea Physic Garden and the final day will be spent gaining practical experience in 
Rosemary Alexander’s much praised garden near Petersfield and another private garden nearby, where 
Ben is in charge. Participants will be given a chance to prune, plant, sow seeds and regular maintenance 
tasks will be discussed. A light lunch and refreshments will be provided daily. 


GARDEN DESIGN & CARING FOR YOUR GARDEN 

Distance Learning Courses study anytime, anywhere in the world Long established as the leader in gardening tuition 
A stepping stone to a new career. These two correspondence courses are a step by step guide to either Based at the unique and historic Chelsea Physic Garden 
designing your own garden or learning how to plant and maintain an existing garden: drawing up plans, 

hard landscaping, site analysis, planting, month by month tasks etc. Taught through a comprehensive course 

book, with projects submitted to us. (/-3 years to complete and individual assessment) follow us on Instagram (G) 


. PEOPLE GARDENING TALENT 


CLAIRE 
MARGETTS 


As the inaugural Sissinghurst Scholar, 
Claire is training at the National Trust 
garden created by Vita Sackville-West 


PORTRAIT JOHN CAMPBELL 


Earliest gardening memory Squishing mistletoe berries 
into an apple tree graft. | spent my early years in a new build 
on an estate, and my dad was always trying to bring nature 
and the wild into our world. Not sure he'd thought about the 
toxicity though — what if I'd eaten them? 
First plant love Primula vulgaris; once we moved to 
west Wales, Dad and | would spend hours every year 
dividing and replanting, and collecting seed. I'd give 
anything to have that ritual back. 
Who has inspired your career? My great-great-grandfather. 
He was a head gardener in 1917 near Chipping Campden in 
the Cotswolds, for the family of the Soil Association's 
co-founder Maye E Bruce. His son was a market gardener 
and seedsman. | wasn't aware of these lovely horticultural 
connections until my father passed away. 
You’re a career changer — what did you do before? I've 
worked with start-ups, creatives, thought-leaders and 
educators. | travelled the world helping connect ideas and 
bring them to fruition. | worked in the Arctic ona climate- 
science expedition. | now get to use those learnings while 
training for a future leadership role to help care for one of 
the UK's most special gardens — an absolute tonic. 
Horticultural heroes I've great respect for Gertrude Jekyll 
and Vita Sackville-West's dedication to the art and craft of 
gardening and their love of rural skills. During my scholarship 
I've been getting to know their characters, planting styles, 
influences and connections to one another. Only the other 
day | was in Vita’s writing room and plucked off the shelf an 
annotated copy of Jekyll’s Home and Garden. Stuffed inside 
was a Country Living article on a recipe for pot pourri by 
Jekyll, which Harold had saved for Vita. That blew my mind. 
Favourite planting style | love the seasonal exuberance that 
acarefully crafted and romantically executed mixed border, 
with a hint of wild, can bring. I'm keen to understand how we 
go on to look after this way of gardening, in five, ten, 20 years 
time. | want to believe that we can find solutions, so that 
these plants can not only survive but thrive in a changing 
world. We need a thoughtful and balanced approach. 
Favourite instragram feed The Belgian photographer 
Reginald Van de Velde shares the beauty of bygone places in 
@suspiciousminds. Vita Sackville-West saw great beauty in 
dereliction, and | share this sense of celebration of how well 
something fades. | like to call it ‘beauty in the breakdown’ 
I < The next big project you'll be tackling in the garden? 

> As part of my Scholar's project I'll be helping head gardener 
Troy Scott Smith to reimagine Vita's azalea bank. In 1946, 
Vita purchased her original azaleas with £100 prize money 
she'd won for writing her poem, The Garden. 
Contact @claire_the_gardener. For details on visiting 
Sissinghurst Castle Garden go to nationaltrust.org.uk 


GI) Read more about Claire and her role at Sissinghurst 
at gardensillustrated.com/clairemargetts 
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NATURAL TALENT 


Showing a deep respect for the setting, gardener Susie White has created a garden 
in this hidden valley in Northumberland with wildlife as her priority 


TAMSIN WESTHORPE PHOT S CLIVE NICHOLS 
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lonely stone cottage, nestling in a North Pennine valley, surrounded Above The ebullient planting rises and falls 
by upland hay meadows - it was crying out to be loved. Susie White in waves in a meadowy layered approach 
and her husband David Oakley were so swept away with the setting that creates multiple habitats for wildlife. 
that they made this idyllic spot their home in 2010. Susie had Bold yellow elecampane (Inula heleniur) 
previously run Chesters Walled Garden in Hexham, and was looking anal Wwelihis OT Halainigarostis yaGutniots 


‘Karl Foerster’ flare in the evening light. 
Monarda ‘Cambridge Scarlet’ donated by 
a friend, is a striking crimson note next to 
silvery Elaeagnus ‘Quicksilver’ 


for a home for the thousands of plants she had lifted from that site on 
moving. In this Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, the couple had 
found the perfect place to create a garden in tune with the landscape. 
An accomplished gardener, garden writer and naturalist, Susie is well-known for her 
writing in The Guardian’s Country Diary column. From the moment she moved to the 
property, she has kept a daily diary of the plant and animal life in the garden. Nothing > 
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Above Two straight, intersecting paths 
counter the free-flowing abundance 

of planting. One leads to a bench that 
looks back towards the house, and is 

set between two amelanchiers. The 
maroon heads of Allium sphaerocephalon 
punctuate Alchemilla mollis and a froth 
of self-seeders that includes white musk 
mallow, ragged robin and Digitalis lutea. 
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> moves here without her noticing and admiring it, and the lack of light and noise 
pollution offers wildlife an undisturbed haven. 

There was no garden to speak of before they started planting, and nothing like the 
amount of wildlife activity that it attracts today. The free-flowing borders and masterful 
use of natural materials has offered a home to so many insects and birds. “We have 
created an organic garden that satisfies us and the wildlife, and the increase in activity has 
been incredible,’ explains Susie. “Because of what we have planted here, we have many 
shield bugs, spiders, hoverflies, nesting partridges and even woodcocks, to name just a 
few. Our garden proves that if you plant well, the wildlife will move in” 

To establish a garden that fits so well into the surrounding landscape, you would imagine 
that detailed planting plans were at the heart of its success. “I didn’t have a plan at all for 
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this area of compacted ground. My aim was to get the thousands of plants in from Chesters 
Walled Garden as quickly as possible. To do this I used my instinct and drew on my years of 
creating plant combinations. I started with the semi-woodland border under the sycamore 
trees,’ explains Susie. “It was very freeing working at such speed without a plan. My only guide 
was that I wanted hotter-coloured flowering plants close to the house and cooler colours at the 


far end. These cooler colours lead the eye to the landscape beyond. It was also important that 
the plants were chosen for their value to wildlife” 

To further incorporate the beauty of what lies past the boundary, David rebuilt the 
dry-stone walls, resisting the temptation to plant a hedge. The result is that the garden 
flows seamlessly into the fields beyond. The design of the south-facing front garden is [> 

To continue turn to page 38 
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Above Four yew domes mark the 
corners of the axis of Susie's two 
paths, providing an anchor point for 
the exuberant perennial planting. 
Repetitions of catmint, Allium cristophii 
and yellow spikes of Verbascum nigrum 
bring a sense of order. The self-binding 
gravel matches the biscuit colour of the 
fields outside the garden. 
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Susie's top planting design tips 


Low, bright and brilliant 


Susie uses low-growing plants close by the house, planted in the complementary colours of 
orange and blue for dynamic contrast. The warm-toned gravel picks up on the stone of the 
lime-pointed walls. This and the California poppies make it feel sunny even on an overcast day. 
Pots of nicotiana and cosmos jostle by the front door and Mexican fleabane grows in cracks in 


the terrace. Gravel is the perfect medium for self seeders such as Lavandula angustifolia 
‘Hidcote’ Viola cornuta Alba Group and aubrieta. The transition to the garden path is marked 
by lady’s mantle (Alchemilla mollis), which Susie cuts ruthlessly to ground level after flowering 
to prevent it self-seeding. She is equally tough with the lavenders, which she cuts back hard in 
spring, despite the usual advice not to cut back into old wood. 
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Tall, pale and handsome 


There's a very different, cooler feeling further from the house, which creates a sense of greater distance 
when seen from the front door. Here, tall wands of Veronicastrum virginicum ‘Album’ rise above creamy- 
white heads of the persicaria relative Koenigia alpina, the pale blue of meadow scabious and soft purple 
corncockle. As the Koenigia alpina fades, the seedheads turn a subtle pinkish brown. Burnets are dotted 
throughout — Susie is a former National Collection holder of Sanguisorba — and these provide a mix of pink 
fluffy bottlebrushes and bobbles of rich burgundy. Meadow cranesbill is allowed to self seed, with Susie 
editing out the less interesting forms and keeping those with the palest flowers. They float in a cloudy 

mid layer between the tall perennials and the finely divided foliage of the burnets. The soft colours of the 
planting and the variety of foliage shapes create a natural flow into the surrounding woods and fields. 
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Above Around the glasshouse, plants 

grow cheek by jowl, including orange-hued 
Alstroemeria aurea, the round, yellow 
thistle heads of Centaurea macrocephala 
and the more muted yellow of Aconitum 
anthora. In the foreground, orange 
California poppies, Eschschoizia californica, 
mix with Verbena bonariensis. 
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> very simple, with four large borders divided by two crossing paths. The paths 

are made of self-binding gravel, which allows plants to self-seed in it. The central axis 
cross has its corners marked with four large yew domes that were all grown from found 
seedlings. Either side of the main path is a line of Hylotelephium “Herbstfreude’ that 
Susie planted to create a static point from which other plants flow. 

The evening light in the September garden is spectacular and watching the perennials 
of varied heights dance together in the border is breathtaking. The seedheads of alliums 
mingle with lavender, nepeta, bright-orange California poppies, towering verbascums 
and frosty blue erynguims. Some have been planted by Susie, and others have seeded 
themselves in, leading to theatrical and unexpected pairings. In among the ornamentals 
are wildflowers; Susie has a list of more than 70 species that have made a home in 
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the garden, which includes Ranunculus acris (meadow buttercup), Silene dioica (red 
campion), Sanicula europaea (sanicle), Conopodium majus (pignut) and yellow Lathyrus 
pratensis (meadow vetchling). All of these wild plants further emphasise the close link 
Susie and David's garden has to the surrounding meadows. 
The climate this far north makes this a challenging place, but Susie believes you 
can make a garden anywhere. “This is the most extreme place I have a gardened, with 
temperatures in winter dipping as low as minus 18 degrees,’ she says. “The greenhouse is 
vital, and it is here that we grow things from seed and overwinter our dahlias in pots.” 
Susie puts the success of the planting down to mulching. “In February, I chop up the 
faded perennials and leave them on the soil to create a mulch. We have also tried straw 
as a mulch, which helps to keep the soil moist in summer. I have a no-wateringand => 
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Above A galvanised farm trough, > no-staking policy,’ says Susie, who plants her beds extremely densely, so the plants 
transformed into a water feature hold each other up. “I want plants to look free-flowing and not interrupted by stakes, and 
and planted with native bogbean, is resisting watering makes the plants tougher. A large part of the work is keeping plants 
Surrouinded By a:coolpalette of pinks; under control. I appreciate self seeders but do edit them” 
purples and silvers, including Betonica To the east of the property is a lawn. “Around the edge of the lawn we have uncut 
officinalis ‘Rosea’, Buddleja davidii ‘Black : 
meadow grass that allows slow worms safe passage, and a place for blackbirds and 


Knight) Stachys byzantina, Erigeron 
karvinskianus and Thymus ‘Redstart’ 
among several self-seeded thymes. 


thrushes to feed, as well as being a great spot for the grandchildren to camp,’ says 
Susie. On the west side of the house, there is a terrace dotted with Mediterranean- 
style plants, where a simple farm trough has been effectively used as a water feature. 
On this aspect, David has also created a productive vegetable garden. “This is a very 
calm and ordered space compared to the ornamental borders,” explains Susie. “It’s the 
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powerhouse of the plot and home to the compost heaps, which were the first thing 
we did when we got the garden” 

To filter the wind, David has planted two blocks of Buxus sempervirens within the 
veg patch, where along with edible crops, calendulas, nicotianas, cosmos and phacelias 
all grow to further attract pollinators and increase biodiversity. It is also home to two 
arches made from willow from the nearby riverbank. 

Susie and David's attention to detail and their craftsmanship have resulted in a garden with 
a true sense of place that fully respects and celebrates the surrounding landscape. Gardeners 
are often accused of trying to control nature, but here Susie and David have worked hand 
in hand with nature to create something unique. For Susie, the garden has a magic entirely 
separate from her influence. “I feel moved by it,’ she says, “almost as if] hadn't made it? o 
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Above Early light slants through a leaning 
hawthorn and throws shadows across the 
fine gravel. Susie's favourite place to sit is 
almost subsumed by the planting. Dianthus 
carthusianorum, Bistorta affinis ‘Superba’, 
Sisyrinchium striatum and Eryngium 
giganteum ‘Silver Ghost’ attract 

a multitude of insects, making the area 

feel vital and alive. 
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What A small genus of 
eye-catching, bulbous 
perennials with a dramatic 
tropical appearance. Made 
up of 13 species in the 
Asparagaceae family, they 
have the common name 

of pineapple lily. 

Origins Southern Africa 
including Botswana, 

Lesotho, Eswatini, Zimbabwe, 
Malawi, South Africa. 
Season Mostly summer 
through to autumn, with one 
spring-flowering species. 
Size Depending on species, 
plants range in height from 
15cm to 2m. 

Conditions An open sunny 
site with free-draining, poor to 
moderately fertile soil is ideal, 
avoiding heavy wet conditions 
during winter either in the 
ground or acontainer. 
Hardiness Most are 
borderline hardy with a RHS 
rating of H3-H5, with some 
needing winter protection. 
They are generally suitable for 
gardens in USDA zones 6 to 11. 


*Holds an Award of Garden 
Merit from the Royal 
Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings given 
where available. 


Eucomis pallidiflora ‘Goliath’ 
Agiant pineapple lily with 

fresh green leaves and tall 
flowering stems packed full of 
soft creamy-white flowers from 
mid to late summer. Slightly 
tender and preferring a 
sheltered spot away from wind. 
Height and spread: 2m x 1m. 
RHS H4, USDA 8a-10b’. 
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Commonly known as pineapple lilies, th 

; plants are generally hardier than they app 
fresh if colour and scent to late-summer gardens 
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Eucomis zambesiaca ‘Black’ 
A hybrid of E. zambesiaca 

and E. vandermerwei 

with attractive blackcurrant 
colouration to the undulating- 
edged foliage. Flowers are 

a deep inky purple and appear 
on upright stems from mid to 
late summer. 35cm x 30cm. 
RHS H3, USDA 7a-10b. 


Eucomis ‘Pink Gin’ 
A vigorous hybrid with 
deep-green foliage and 
clear rich-pink flowers 
from midsummer onwards. 
Anewer cultivar that was 
‘outstanding’ in a recent 
Wisley trial and is sure to 
become a gardener's 
favourite. 1.2m x 50cm. 
RHS H4, USDA 7a-11. 


hen in flower, plants in the Eucomis 
genus certainly live up to their 
common name of pineapple lily, 
having a bold, unmistakably tropical 
appearance that would suggest to the 
uninitiated that they are a specialist 
and difficult plant to grow. But unlike 
pineapples, they are far more adaptable to the UK climate and 
much less demanding in their cultivation, making them a fun, 
show-stopping plant to have in the garden. 

The name Eucomis is derived from the Greek word eukomos, 
which means pleasing (eu) head of hair (kome). This fitting 
description refers to the ‘topknot’ that all species have at the tip 
of the main flowering stem, where a tufted rosette of leafy bracts 
resembles the top of a pineapple. As a genus, Eucomis was first 
described and published in 1789 by French botanist Charles 
LHeritier, following the work of the Swedish naturalist Daniel 
Solander, who believed its previous 
naming of Fritillaria to be incorrect and 
that the plant should be moved into its 
own genus. This confusion was again 
down to the unique ‘tufted top’ that 
can also be seen on the crown imperial 
fritillary (Fritillaria imperialis). 

Within the Eucomis genus, there are 
13 named species that are scientifically 
accepted, and which occur naturally 
throughout southern Africa, from the 


Growers have been 
working to produce 
new varieties, with 
particular interest from 
the cut-flower industry 
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Eucomis comosa 
‘Sparkling Burgundy’ 

A popular cultivar with 
young foliage emerging 
deep burgundy before 
fading to olive green. From 
midsummer, contrasting 
creamy-pink flowers 
appear from dark buds to 
great effect. 60cm x 30cm. 
RHS H4, USDA 6a-9b. 


northern countries of Malawi and Zimbabwe, through Botswana 
and down into South Africa and Lesotho, populating the wetter 
areas while being absent from the driest regions. The larger 
species, such as Eucomis comosa, occupy sheltered grasslands, 
forest edges, gullies and river banks, while the smaller species, such 
as E. vandermerwei, are more often found at higher elevations, on 
hilltops and rocky escarpments. This geographical separation has 
kept species apart, but National Collection holder Richard Clark 
of Panache Plants confirms that “in cultivation they are quite 
promiscuous and the larger species will cross-pollinate readily”. 

From its initial discovery, there has been limited interest in 
Eucomis (when compared to other genera) with very little literature 
published, though in recent years specialist growers and breeders 
have been working to produce new varieties, with particular interest 
from the cut-flower industry. This has resulted in some fantastic new 
cultivars such as E. ‘Leia’, E. Nani (= ‘Gsalipol’) and the delightfully 
named E. ‘Pink Gin’. They are bulbous perennials, so have a summer 
growing season and winter dormant 
period, when they die back to a bulb in 
the ground (excluding E. regia, which is 
winter growing and flowers in spring). 

During their dormant period, most of 
the summer-flowering species are hardy 
down to -10°C, provided they are kept dry. 
When in growth, they produce elongated, 
strap-like leaves that flare outwards from 
the bulb to form a basal rosette. > 

To continue turn to page 49 
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Eucomis comosa ‘Lotte’ 
An elegant selection with 
thin green leaves and an 
upright, elongated flower 
spike. From midsummer 
to early autumn, this holds 
numerous creamy-green 
flowers that have a 
conspicuous purple centre 
(pistil). 60cm x 25cm. 
RHS H4, USDA 7a-10b. 
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Eucomis comosa 
‘Kilimanjaro’ 

A vigorous-growing cultivar, 
originally bred for the cut 
flower market, with elegant 
tall stems full of soft white 
flowers with contrasting 
baby-pink centres, which 
appear from midsummer 
onwards. 90cm x 50cm. 
RHS H4, USDA 7a-10b. 


Eucomis comosa 
‘Johannesburg’ 
Achoice pineapple lily with 
verdant green, wavy-edged 
leaves throughout the 
growing season. Pure-white 
flowers elegantly appear 
from creamy-green buds 
from midsummer onwards. 
75cm x 40cm. RHS H4, 
USDA 7a-10b. 


How to grow Eucomis 


* As a general rule, Eucomis do best in 

a warm, sunny site with moderately fertile 
soil that is free draining in winter. While 
they enjoy summer rainfall, they are 
surprisingly drought tolerant. Larger, 
vigorous species such as E. comosa are 
well suited to sheltered borders while 
smaller species such as E. regia are best 
grown in containers. 


¢ Don’t spoil Eucomis too much as 
overwatering and feeding can lead to 
lots of soft vegetative growth that can 
collapse later in the season and may 
deter flowering. A protective mulch of 
organic matter in winter or application 
of controlled-release fertiliser at the 
start of the season should supply 
enough nutrition for healthy growth 
and flowering. When growing in 
containers, use a mix of equal parts of 
peat-free, multi-purpose, loam (or sand) 
and grit. Ensuring good drainage is key. 


¢ You can buy plants as dormant bulbs in 
autumn and winter, or as growing plants 
in late spring and summer. Bulbs should 
be potted up and kept dry, ideally in a cold 
greenhouse or somewhere protected from 
frost. When actively growing, and all risk of 
frost has passed, plant out into containers 
or borders. It’s worth paying more for 
good-quality plants and larger bulbs to 
ensure good flowering later in the season. 


¢ Protect from freezing wet conditions 

in winter. On light and free-draining soils, 
simply cover with a thick layer of organic 
matter or compost when temperatures 
lower in autumn. In areas with heavy frosts 
and clay soils, grow plants in containers 
that can be moved to a greenhouse when 
plants are dormant in winter, keeping them 
dry and frost free. Selecting a sheltered 
area can also help — the base of a south- 
facing wall or raised sunny bed is ideal, 
and avoid any shaded frost pockets. 


* Over time Eucomis will naturally 

bulk up and produce offsets that can 

be removed and replanted just before 
they come into growth in late winter 

or early spring, though avoid disturbing 
plants when they are actively growing as 
this can deter flowering. They germinate 
readily from seed collected in the autumn 
and sown in the spring, and can also be 
propagated by leaf cuttings in the growing 
season or bulb scaling in late summer, 
though the latter is quicker to produce 
flowering-size plants. 


- During the growing season 

Eucomis require little maintenance 
and are generally pest and disease 

free. Both rabbits and deer avoid them, 
along with slugs and snails. Occasionally, 
a little slug damage can occur on young 
growth early in the season, but this is 
usually minimal and the plants will 

often outgrow the problem. 
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Eucomis vandermerwei 
An attractive dwarf species 
that prefers some shade. 
Wavy-edged leaves heavily 
marked with burgundy 
speckles form a rosette 
beneath purplish-pink 
flowers. Will need some 
protection in winter. 15cm 
x 15cm. AGM* RHS H3. 


Eucomis Nani 

(= ‘Gsalipol’) 

Another new hybrid from 
the Aloha Lily Series. Its 
elegant, pink flowers open 
from dusky-pink buds, 
beautifully complemented 
by the fresh-green foliage. 
45cm x 20cm. AGM. 

RHS H3, USDA 8a-10b. 


~ « 


Eucomis ‘Leia’ 

An exciting new hybrid 
from the Aloha Lily Series. 
Its reddish-pink flowers 
have a sweet, coconut 
scent. Compact with foliage 
and flower stem delicately 
speckled with dark red. 
35cm x 15cm. AGM. 

RHS H3, USDA 8a-10b 


Eucomis comosa 

‘Indian Summer’ 

A strong-growing cultivar 
with dark-green leaves and 
sturdy, purple flower stems 
that hold the contrasting 
pale-pink flowers, which 
appear from midsummer. 
50cm x 35cm. RHS H4, 
USDA 7a-10b. 
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Eucomis ‘Tugela Jade’ 
A zesty-looking hybrid 
bred for the cut-flower 
trade with fresh-green, 
upright leaves that 
surround the flowering 
stem. Clean-white flowers 
open from chartreuse 
buds from mid to late 
summer. 50cm x 40cm. 
RHS H4, USDA 6b-9b. 


[> Depending on species, leaves can 
be straight or wavy, angled upright 
or more horizontal, and range in colour 
from pale green to emerald and olive, 
sometimes with attractive blackcurrant 
staining or burgundy mottling. 

All but E. regia flower from mid to 
late summer, with each bulb producing 
a vertical flower spike that holds 
numerous individual star-shaped flowers, 
often tightly packed along the main stem. 
Following on from the flower is an 
architecturally attractive seedhead, where spherical seedpods replace 
flowers and continue the structural interest through autumn until 
© the first frost. Many, such as E. comosa ‘Indian Summer’, can be 
= darker in bud or, as in the case of E. comosa ‘Sparkling Burgundy’, 
< have a dark stem, so when flowering they display a beautifully 
intricate two-toned effect. Nectar rich and flowering for several 
= weeks, Eucomis make great cut flowers as well as border or specimen 
plants, and some crosses such as E. ‘Leia’ have an enjoyable sweet 
scent, although the species E. bicolor and E. regia have more of 
an unpleasant odour to some. That said, E. bicolor, along with 
E. comosa, have always been popular garden choices, being reliably 
© perennial in the garden if planted in a sheltered site and given some 
z protection from wet, freezing conditions in winter. 

All Eucomis strike a dramatic pose and can command attention, 
though E. pallidiflora ‘Goliath’ goes one step further and can grow 
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Eucomis make great 
cut flowers as well as 
border plants, and 
some crosses have an 
enjoyable sweet scent 


Eucomis bicolor ‘Alba’ 
This white form of the 
two-toned pineapple lily > 
has fresh green foliage and 
stems without the purple ‘ 
staining. The flowers are L 
tightly packed along the 
stem and open toa 
greenish white during 
summer. 60cm x 20cm. 
RHS H4, USDA 7a-10b. 


to a giant of two metres tall. At the other 
end of the scale, small E. vandermerwei is 
more of a collector’s plant and one for pot 
cultivation, although it still gains attention 
with its intricate colouration. 

Whether you decide to grow in 
containers or in a border, go big, small 
or somewhere in between, growing 
Eucomis is an absolute joy. Much like 
the pineapple of the Victorian era, 
these characterful plants will add 
excitement and drama to your garden 
while impressing all your neighbours and friends. 0 


Benjamin Pope is a head gardener and garden writer. 


Where to buy 

* Avon Bulbs Burnt House Farm, Mid Lambrook, South Petherton, 
Somerset TA13 5HE. Tel 01460 242177, avonbulbs.co.uk 

« Panache Plants Evergreen Farm, Church Lane, Gressenhall, 
Dereham, Norfolk NR19 2QH. Tel 01362 692460, panacheplants.co.uk 
Online nursery that holds a National Collection of Eucomis. 

Open for summer visits by appointment only. 


Where to see 
* National Trust Hardwick Hall Doe Lea, Chesterfield, Derbyshire S44 
5QU. Tel 01246 850430, nationaltrust.org.uk 
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Sealed with a kiss 


A visit to Piet Oudolf's garden encouraged gardener Anja Broekhuis 
to rethink her Dutch farmhouse garden and fill it with colour 
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4 INBRIEEx 
oa Name Plantzoentje.. 
“What A private ornamental garden. 2s A 
Where The-Netherlands. » “.©* 
. _ ” Size 4,000 square metres. Fe ays oS 
Soil Sandy clay loam. "=~. * 
Climate Temperate with high 
wintér rainfall. Dry in summer. 
Hardiness zone USDA 8a. | m 
7 
The Pasture Garden whére .,- 
4 ~ the radiant glow of Heleniugas® x 2 
‘Moerheim Beauty; Rudbeckia * 
fulgida var. sullivantii ‘Goldsturm’ and 
Hemerocallis ‘Stafford’ are tempered 
by the softer tones of the ornamental 
grasses including Molinia caerulea 
subsp. arundinacea ‘Windspiel’, 
enhancing the textured layers “e—_ 
of Anja’s planting. 
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n the outskirts of the village 
of Albergen, in the eastern 
Dutch region of Twente, 
sits a colourful garden 
with the delightful name 
of Plantzoentje, which 
translates from the Dutch 
as ‘plant kiss: It's a name 
that typifies the warm humour of its creator Anja 
Broekhuis, and is perhaps an acknowledgement of 
the love she feels for this rural landscape. 

When she arrived in the mid-1980s, moving 
with her husband Wim to his family farm, she 
inherited a large kitchen garden and a smaller 
ornamental garden dominated by a large lawn, 
with conifers, heathers and box. It was, she 
laments, “a garden without flowers” 

Things changed when she struck up a friendship 
with an elderly neighbour, Annie, whose flower- 
filled garden Anja had admired on her cycle ride 
to work. Annie began giving Anja trays of plants 
with instructions on how to plant and nurture 
them. The gardening bug soon took hold and in the 
early 1990s, as her confidence grew, Anja started to 
make radical alterations to the existing garden. 

Beginning with the areas closest to the 
farmhouse, she worked outwards, developing 
the hard landscaping in tandem with her new 
plantings. Gradually, the garden began to take 
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shape, and today there is the strong structure of 
hedges and mature trees, including a repeating 
line of Acer platanoides ‘Crimson King’ that run 
alongside oak and fastigiate hornbeam. Low hedges 
of Buxus sempervirens weave between the existing 
trees, where later-flowering anemones dominate 
their allotted spaces, alongside cultivars of Phlox 
paniculata, Bistorta amplexicaulis, Hylotelephium 
spectabile and Thalictrum aquilegiifolium. 

Then, in 2014, a visit to Piet Oudolf’s garden 
at Hummelo made Anja rethink her entire 
approach. “T realised the garden at Hummelo 
was full of colour, compared to my own, which 
was not,’ she says. To realise her new vision, she 
decided she needed not just more colour in her 
existing garden, but a new space that would allow 
her to experiment. Luckily, her husband agreed to 
give over a section of one of the farm’s fields, and so 
what Anja now calls the Pasture Garden was born. 

Walking through this new garden is a truly 
immersive experience. “I love to walk here 
very early in the morning when the grasses are 
flowering and there's a light wind,” says Anja. 
“The sound of the grasses and the scent from 
the other plants is heavenly.” 

Unlike the original garden, this space has 
developed beyond existing boundary hedges. 
“T wanted something that I could walk through [> 


To continue turn to page 56 


Above As part of her reworking of 
the original farmhouse garden in 
the 1990s, Anja added this wildlife- 
rich pond, which is framed by 
wide-leaved Darmera peltata and 
tall perennials, such as Filipendula 
rubra ‘Venusta’ with its feathery 
plume-like heads, and Eupatorium 
cannabinum. A red-leaved Prunus 
cerasifera ‘Nigra’ takes centre stage. 


Right above In the original 
ornamental garden, curved beds 
edged by low box hedges hold a mix 
of perennials and grasses including 
Miscanthus sinensis ‘Graziella’ 
Anemone x hybrida ‘Whirlwind; with 
its semi-double, pure-white flowers, 
Hylotelephium ‘Herbstfreude’ and 
Thalictrum ‘Splendide’ 


Right Among the lush foliage are 
pockets of colour from Agastache 
‘Blackadder’, Symphyotrichum 
novi-belgii ‘Marie Ballard’ and pink 
Bistorta amplexicaulis, which grows 
through Calamagrostis arundinacea 
and the fresh foliage of Artemisia 
lactiflora ‘Elfenbein’, an elegant 
German selection with creamy 
white flowers. 
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Anjass decorative touches 


Throughout the garden, Anja has used the brick terraces to display 
arrangements of pots and containers, and her eclectic collection 
of agriculture-influenced gardenalia. 


1 Ona modest wooden table Anja has arranged tender pelargoniums 
and oxalis in simple terracotta pots. Nearby a neat, white-margined 
Hosta ‘Francee fills a richly coloured blue planter. 


2 A large decorative urn, filled with the graceful stems of Oenothera 
lindheimeri, sits well alongside the La Paysanne bust that was a 
birthday gift for Anja. Alongside, Begonia sutherlandii, with its masses 
of red-veined orange flowers, cascades down the sides of a concealed 
planter on top of a traditional rain barrel, while a selection of watering 
cans add charm and practicality to the scene. 


3 Anja’s old bike, propped up against an oak tree planted by the 
grandfather of Anja’s husband, is included within a display. Its wicker 
basket now holds a Fuchsia ‘Annabel’ which produces an abundance of 
medium to large double flowers with white sepals all summer. 


4 Atrio of wooden tables are home to a mix of bird sculptures made 
by local craftspeople and terracotta pots filled with a selection of 
pelargoniums, oxalis, lobelias and trailing begonias. In between the 
tables, zinc planters containing topiarised Buxus sempervirens help to 
{%y tie in the displays to the wider garden with its low box hedging. 
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[love to walk here very early in 
the morning when the grasses are 
flowering and there's a light wind. 
The sound of the grasses and the scent 
from the other plants is heavenly 
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A simple wooden benchis flanked 
a on one side by Bistorta amplexicaulis 
© 4 (withits dark burgundy flower 
spikes) sitting opposite:the soft 
pink Bistorta amplexicaulis ‘Jo 
and Guido’s Form’ Therrich purple 
“blue of Aster x frikartii‘Monch’ is 
echoed in the flowers‘and foliage of 
Nepeta racemosa ‘Walker's Low’ and 
Symphyotrichum lateriflorum ‘Prince’ 
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In the Pasture Garden, narrow grass 
paths instil a feeling of intimacy. 
Repeated use of late-flowering 
rudbeckias, agastache, persicarias 
and phlox adds an effortless fluidity to 
the overall scheme. Glimpses of the 
surrounding landscape are peppered 
with the flowers of the tallest 
perennials and grasses. 


> without stopping; says Anja. “The first stage 
was to identify where the grass paths would go. 
Then to plant the ornamental grasses and the 
spring- and summer-flowering perennials, 
before moving on to a selection with an emphasis 
on strong autumn colours” 

Anja’s bold use of flower colour is married 
with an eclectic selection of grasses ranging 
broadly in their height and density. Her planting, 
she says, is constantly evolving. “When I go to 
a nursery, I never think ‘I don't need anything: If 
I like a plant I will find a space for it,” she says. 

The planting in the Pasture Garden includes a 
multifarious mix of exuberant colour and abundant 


texture. The soil in this former agricultural land 

is extremely fertile and an annual application of 
manure on the borders delivers verdant growth 
and also helps to conserve moisture when rainfall 

is scarce. Winter conditions aren't overly cold. “If 
anything, it’s the winter wet that plants suffer from,” 
says Anja. “I do have to over think what plants I can 
use in the garden with this in mind” 

Grasses are integral to the planting; the golden 
radiance of Deschampsia cespitosa ‘Goldtaw 
contrasts with the vibrant green of Chasmanthium 
latifolium, the irresistibly tactile Stipa tenuissima 
and the loftier Miscanthus sinensis ‘Gracillimus. 

All move seamlessly across the depth and breadth 
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of the site. The creamy-white flower spikes of 
Lysimachia ephemerum contrast with the stronger- 
toned Bistorta amplexicaulis Amethyst Summer 
and B. amplexicaulis ‘“Rosea. The repetition of 
Agastache ‘Blackadder’ and A. rugosa ‘Golden 
Jubilee’ is similarly applied to the stronger 

yellow tones of Rudbeckia fulgida var. sullivantii 
‘Goldsturm, Solidago rugosa ‘Fireworks’ and. 
Helianthus “Happy Days. 

Throughout the garden those early aspirations 
for more colour have been exquisitely realised. 
At the border of the Pasture Garden, a simple 
wooden pergola is covered with Clematis 
viticella ‘Hanna’ with its profusion of nodding 
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bell-shaped flowers in a pale violet-blue, which 
matches the similarly coloured Aster thomsonii 
used elsewhere in the borders. 

Anja embraces a fluid approach to her plant 
palette and colour schemes that aren't wedded to 
conventional doctrine. “Here everything fits,” she 
says. “There are no rules at all, just passion” Oo 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Broekhuisweg 4, 7665 TW Albergen, 
the Netherlands. Tel +31 (0)546 441837. 
Web plantzoentje.n! Open 9-10 September, 
10am-4pm, and by appointment from June 
to September for groups of ten or more. 
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PEOPLE WHO’S WHO 


ELEFTHERIOS DARIOTIS 


The Greek plantsman, better known online as Liberto Dario, on seeing salvias 
in the wild and inspiring his fellow Greeks to embrace Mediterranean flora 


WORDS JENNIFER GAY PORTRAIT RICHARD BLOOM 


reek horticulturist Eleftherios Dariotis is 
something of a rarity. His native country has the 
richest flora in Europe - more than 6,000 species 
with around 12 per cent endemic — but as a 
passionate plantsman he finds himself among 
only a handful of Greeks actively collecting and 
growing plants. Over the past 15 years he has 
built up a collection of more than 5,000 plant taxa. And he’s a man 
with a mission: to demonstrate the inspirational possibilities of 
dry-climate gardening by expanding the range and availability of 
drought-tolerant, Mediterranean-climate plants. 

Eleftherios grew up in Peania on the Mesogeia plain, just outside 
Athens, famed for its olive groves and vineyards. “I don’t remember a 
time when I didn't have access to a garden,” he says. Aged nine, he was 
already experimenting with growing bulbs in pots. “My grandfather 
was very influential — he kept bees in the floristically rich foothills of 
Mount Pateras and Geraneia in eastern 
Attica. I used to love hanging around 
with him while he cared for the bees. He 
would point out and name the flowers 
bees were visiting, so from a young age 
I was observing plants in the wild” 

Eleftherios studied horticulture in 
Greece, but it was the opportunity to 
continue his studies in California 
with an MSc in plant biology at 
UC Davis that really rocked his world. 

“I remember cycling in on my first 

day and seeing a huge shrub covered 

with red flowers, swarming with 
hummingbirds - I took a piece home 

and it turned out to be the pineapple 

sage, Salvia elegans. I was bowled over 

by how different it was to the sage 

(Salvia fruticosa) I knew from home, 

and with it a sudden realisation there 
were hundreds of Salvia species out there.” 

Later, while studying for an MSc in horticulture at the 
University of Reading, he was able to explore the western 
Mediterranean — Portugal, Spain, as well as the Canary Islands and 
Madeira. Succulent euphorbias in the wild properly awoke him to 
the garden value of Mediterranean natives. Up until that point, he 
had seen the lack of summer flowers as a barrier to using Greek flora 
in gardens, but he now began to appreciate their form, structure and 
seedheads. Eleftherios’ plant interests are wide-ranging — he has 
a deep love for everything in the Lamiaceae family — but the more 
he discovers, the harder it is to pinpoint any one plant group. 

Back in Greece, various public sector land-management posts 
came his way, but the call of the wild never left him - at every 
opportunity he was out botanising, or propagating seeds and 
bulbs. His reputation as a super knowledgeable plantsman grew, 
until he was able to leave the day job, concentrating on mail-order 
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IT WILL TAKE 
ANOTHER 15 
YEARS FOR THE 
DRY GARDENING 
MOVEMENT 
TO 'TAKE OFF 
IN: GREECE 


seeds and bulbs, leading plant tours and sourcing plant material 
for university research departments. 

With a growing plant collection, it was inevitable that 
experimental gardens would follow; luckily his family gave him 
free rein on a couple of plots in Peania. The first, the Goat Garden, 
is unwatered, and a testing ground for new introductions from the 
Mediterranean’s driest areas. Passers-by admire it at its spring 
flowering peak, but by high summer, when Eleftherios has allowed 
the garden to ‘brown down; many struggle to understand what 
they perceive as ‘neglect: “People can't believe plants can make it 
without water,’ he says. “I remind them about mountain plants 
that survive summer dormancy but they can't quite relate this to 
a garden where they expect luxuriant green. It will take another 
15 years for the dry gardening movement to truly take off in 
Greece. Water shortages will be the catalyst.” 

His neighbours find the second, watered, garden more 
relatable. Here Eleftherios tries 
out summer flowerers (including 
his beloved salvias) from other 
Mediterranean climate zones - mostly 
California, but also Chile, South Africa 
and southwest Australia. “Californian 
plants are particularly well adapted 
to our climate, with similar rainfall 
patterns and alkaline soils. Plants 
such as Epilobium and Keckiella 
evolved to flower in summer as 
a food source for hummingbirds, 
thus providing summer flowering 
that other Mediterranean plants lack.” 

The Covid pandemic gave Eleftherios 
pause for thought, particularly the 
undeniable fact he was running out 
of space and, turning 40, was ready for 
a shift forwards. An opportunity to 
grow on land in Crete arose, fulfilling his 
dream to “create a garden that showcases the beauty and adaptations 
of flora from the five Mediterranean climate zones, not segregated 
according to phytogeography but combined for aesthetics. I want to 
inspire Greeks to embrace the beauty and diversity of Mediterranean 
flora while conserving water. I also plan a nursery to sell the plants 
people will see” It's no coincidence Crete is a biodiversity hotspot. 

“T think the Lefka Ori [the White Mountains] offer the most joy, from 
the tulip-covered fields on Omalos plateau to southern gorges with 
extraordinary chasmophytes clinging to the cliffs, to peonies hiding 
in shade, to desert-lunar alpine areas with dozens of endemics such 
as blue Anchusa caespitosa, and the majestic peaks of Gingilos filled 
with botanical treasures.” His eyes mist over. “It's a true paradise” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about Eleftherios’s work at 
mediterraneanseedsandbulbs.com 


Walk this way 


Drawing on the Japanese idea of wabi-sabi, designer Noél van Mierlo 
has created a garden for strolling, with meandering paths, a large wildlife 
pond and year-round planting for his clients to explore 


WORDS CLAIRE MASSET PHOTOGRAPHS MAAYKE DE RIDDER 
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<@_ What-A naturalistic 
"We garden that invites 
iscovery and relaxation. 


“Where The Netherlands. 


_PMySize 2,000 square metres. 
ph 


Soil,Héavy clay. 
Climate Temperate, 
«with significant rainfall 


Bae throughout the year. 


Hardiness zone USDA 7. 


he brief for this garden was simple. The owners - a busy 
professional couple living in the Limburg region of the 
Netherlands — wanted a place to relax and connect with 
nature, family and friends. And they knew the perfect 
person to create it: Noél van Mierlo, the award-winning 
Dutch landscape gardener known for his nature-inspired 
contemporary gardens. The garden, they decided, would 
feature a canopied terrace, providing shelter from the frequent rain and 
offering uninterrupted views of the surrounding hills and fields. 

“Somewhere to rest and recharge — that’s the essence of a good garden,” says 
Noél. “On one side the garden is very close to neighbouring houses, so it was 
important to create a sense of privacy.’ But Noél was keen to introduce another 
element too. “I wanted to lure people into the garden. If Td placed the canopy next 
to the house, people might have just watched the garden instead of experiencing it” 

To this end, Noél added enticing pathways and a large pond, which — as he 
explains — acts a magnet for wildlife and people. “As you sit on the terrace near 
the house, you can see a path going to the left, but the canopy is over in the > 
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Above left Embracing mutability, the garden is 
anature-inspired tapestry of young and mature 
trees, shrubs, hardy perennials and groundcover 
plants, designed to make the most of the seasons. 
At its centre is a large natural pond featuring 
many aquatics and acting as a wildlife magnet. 


Above right Throughout the garden, sharp edges 
and boundaries are softened and blurred with 
plants. Here, by the canopy, marginal aquatic 
Pontederia cordata, hazy hummocks of Sesleria 
autumnalis and evergreen Ajuga reptans 
‘Atropurpurea’ provide a pleasing variety 

of shapes, shades and textures. 
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Above Yew balls punctuate the paths, adding a 
pleasing rhythm and year-round structure. 
Late-summer highlights include the bright-white 
Anemone x hybrida ‘Honorine Jobert’ and 
clump-forming Heuchera ‘Brownies’ with 

its attractive chocolate-green leaves. The garden 
is close to neighbouring houses, but has 

been cleverly concealed. “We moved some 
existing mature pines — mostly Pinus nigra — to 
this area,” explains Noél. “Together with the 
evergreen yew clouds and the pole wall, they 
ensure privacy in both summer and winter.” 


> distance to the right, which makes you wonder where the path goes. Before 
you know it, youre in the garden and walking,” says Noél. 

About halfway around the garden, you come across a small seating area. It’s 
an opportunity to take in another prospect before reaching the main showpiece 
and final destination: the covered terrace. Its steel arch allows for the widest view 
possible with minimal interference. The rest of the structure — roof, cladding and 
floor — is made of different woods, all retaining their natural colouring. “I like to 
work with the colours of the original materials; what you see is what it is,’ says Noél. 

The canopy blends nicely with the modern brick house, both stylistically and 
tonally. In fact, the whole scheme of the garden - planting, hard landscaping, 
architecture and furniture — is a carefully composed, soothing harmony of browns, 
greys and greens. Nothing jars. 

This is testament to Noél’s attention to detail and years of experience. It also 
reflects his love of nature and the inspiration it provides in his work. He aims to create 
“luxurious naturalistic gardens in which people, nature and architecture come together 
naturally”. Ultimately, he wants each garden to be a “natural wellness experience” And 
the experience should be one that changes constantly. “There are lots of gardens, > 
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Key elements 


1 GRAVEL PATHS The narrow meandering paths are made from slate chips dotted with a handful of stepping stones. Not only do they 
provide a natural, sensory walking experience, they also invite you to explore, notice and relax. The paths are edged with creeping and 
groundcover plants, including Leptinella squalida (shown above), Mazus reptans ‘Albus, Omphalodes verna and Ajuga reptans ‘Atropurpurea’ 


2 BOULDERS The garden is situated in one of the hilliest parts of the Netherlands and so Noél was keen to inject into the plot a hint of 
its natural environment, hence his decision to introduce rocks into the design. As with the re-planting of mature trees, the positioning 

of these large stones was a carefully considered thing. In an act reminiscent of the creation of a Japanese rock garden, Noél spent a week 
on site supervising their placement. 


3 WOODEN SCREEN While artfully placed wooden poles dot the garden, creating punctuation marks in the landscape, similar poles 
were joined together to provide screening where needed. Behind the seating area, the pole ‘wall’ is graded and not completely solid: 
this helps maintain a feeling of openness while also providing a sense of seclusion. 


4 WALKWAYS Complementing the gravel paths are straight walkways made from slats of ipe. Known for its strength and durability, 


this weather-resistant hardwood can last well over 25 years outdoors. Left untreated, it has turned a mellow shade of grey-brown, 
creating a soft foil for the planting. lpe was also used for the decking under the canopy, further enhancing the overall harmony. 
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Above “The trees on the left are not actually in the 
garden,” explains Noél. “They're part of the 
borrowed landscape. You really don’t see where 
the garden starts and where it ends — so it feels a 
lot bigger.” The result is a panoramic wooded 
backdrop mixing conifers (Pinus nigra and 

P. sylvestris) and deciduous beauties such as 
hornbeam, beech, larch and amelanchier. In time, 
this natural curtain will become even denser, 
creating yet more privacy and a continually 
evolving seasonal spectacle. 
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> especially in the Netherlands, that are like a frozen moment. That’s not appealing 
to me. I want gardens to draw attention because they are always evolving” 

The rich planting, blending groundcover, hardy perennials, grasses and trees, 
is designed to enhance the seasonality of the garden. A backdrop of evergreens 
(mostly yew and box hedges, and pine trees) sets off a changing spectacle of leaves, 
grasses and lightly distributed blooms. In late summer, pure-white Anemone x 
hybrida “Honorine Jobert’ sparkles in the sun, offset by dark-green yew curtains. 
As summer gives way to autumn, a few of the trees - notably Euonymus planipes, 
Amelanchier x lamarckii and larix species — start to glow. Every season has its gems, 
from Rhododendron yakushimanum in spring through hydrangeas in summer and 
autumn, and sweetly scented Sarcococca confusa and joy-inducing Viburnum x 
bodnantense ‘Dawn in the depths of winter. But the garden is not just a succession 
of spotlight plants. It is more than the sum of its most ‘beautiful’ parts. 

For what is beauty, after all? For Noél, it is a living thing. “When I was younger, 
I spent a lot of time in countries where nature is kind of everywhere — Canada, 
Australia, Finland. Its very different in the Netherlands, where everything is so 
composed. We don’t have that true nature anymore. When I started working, 


I wanted to make sure that the gardens I created were more natural than the 
ones I saw around me.” 

With hindsight, he realises his work is very much in tune with the Japanese 
concept of wabi-sabi that sees beauty as imperfect, organic and ever-changing. 
“Imperfection is who we are. There is decay and new life. You have to embrace it 
all” Noél believes in showing nature in an honest way, with all its imperfections, 
impermanence and mutability. 

Wabi-sabi aesthetics also espouse asymmetry, simplicity and intimacy, and invite 
you to slow down and focus on what really matters, all of which are key themes in 
this garden. Noél feels so close to this Japanese ideal that it has permeated his whole 
practice. “It’s not so much the design elements, such as the clipping of the trees, the 
lanterns and all that stuff — that feels a bit like a gimmick to me,” says Noél. “It’s the 
sense of place and balance, and the strolling. That's something I do naturally in my 
gardens. Maybe I was Japanese in a previous life” Oo 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about Noél’s work at vanmierlotuinen.nl/en 


GARDEN INTERNATIONAL 


Above Nestling in a corner of the garden, 
this small seating area is located on the 

way to the bigger canopy — yet another 
opportunity to relax and take in a different 
viewpoint. Gently nudging the rocks are 
clumps of Hosta ‘Halcyon’ Dryopteris 
erythrosora, Dryopteris affinis, Deschampsia 
cespitosa and Calamagrostis brachytricha. 
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What I learned at Dixter 


Garden writer Jodie Jones volunteers every week at Great Dixter 
in East Sussex, where she has discovered community, joy, an innovative 
approach to planting — and that tea breaks are sacrosanct 
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Great Dixter is rightly celebrated for 

its incredible Long Border and other 
famous horticultural set pieces, but it 
should be equally revered for the way it 
welcomes and educates gardeners from 
around the world, including volunteer 
gardener Jodie Jones (right). 


FIRST PERSON VOLUNTEERING 


t the beginning of last year, I started 
working as a volunteer gardener at 
Great Dixter, and it’s no exaggeration to 
say that the experience has changed my 
life. I have loved this garden for as long 
as I can remember, drawn by its unique 
combination of high horticulture and 
beautiful Arts and Crafts structure. I’ve 
got a shelf full of books by Christopher Lloyd and I was part 
way through my second year of practical gardening courses at 
Dixter when the pandemic brought life to a screeching halt. 
Stuck at home, I wrote to ask ifI could volunteer in the gardens 
and, a mere year later, I was offered a place. 

I felt like I had won the lottery — a lottery in which the prize 
involved setting my alarm for 5.30am on a freezing February 
morning. Stumbling around in the dark, I pulled on layers of 
thermals, loaded my shiny new steel-toe-capped boots and a 
Thermos of hot soup into the back of the car, and set out on 
the drive from my home in southeast London to East Sussex. 
Twelve hours later, I staggered back through the front door so 
tired that I could hardly crawl upstairs to run a hot bath, but I 
knew that I was going to keep on going back every week for as 
long as the team would have me. That day, I stopped being a 
visitor, and became one small part of an amazing community. 

I find it hard not to gush when I write about the people 
I have met there, because they have all been exceptional 
individuals in their different ways. Some come for a week 
or a month. The fortunate and talented few spend a year 
here on a residential scholarship, guided by the quietly 
brilliant core team of head gardener Fergus Garrett, [> 
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FIRST PERSON VOLUNTEERING 


This image Students at Great 
Dixter unleash their creativity 
in the ever-changing displays 
of pots in front of the 

famous front porch. 
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> assistant head gardener Coralie Thomas, plus Ben Jones, 
Michael Wachter and Sarah Hudson. This horticultural 
mecca attracts people of all ages, and at different stages in 
their gardening lives, who come from all over the world to 
try to learn what makes Dixter so special. 

The short answer to that question is: Fergus. He has devoted 
himself body and soul to the garden for over 30 years and, 
since Christopher Lloyd died in 2006, has embodied its spirit 
as much as he has shaped its aesthetic. Naturally, he is a superb 
gardener and plantsman, but he is also a visionary free thinker 
who was well ahead of the curve in recognising the value of 
nurturing biodiversity and respecting ecology in an ornamental 
setting. Now he devotes his considerable energy to sharing all 
that knowledge, with both the students who will become the 
next generation of head gardeners, and people like me. 

So on my first morning, though I was expecting to be 
given a low-risk task in an out-of-the-way corner, I was 
actually set to work on the famous Long Border. The ethos 
here is to learn through doing, and it is quite an education 
because they do a lot of things differently here. My very first 
lesson on that rainy day was to respect the ground at my feet. 
Dixter soil has been carefully nurtured for 100 years, and it 
has an amazing structure rich in beneficial mycorrhizae and 
other organisms that help plants grow to twice their normal 
size. We step on it as little as possible in general and not at all 
when it is wet, instead working off old scaffolding boards laid 
out across the beds to form protective paths. Year round, 
the soil is kept covered as much as possible, primarily with 
plants, but in winter it also gets a protective and enriching 
coat of compost. This is more of a tickled-in top dressing 
than a traditional mulch, which would stop seedlings [> 
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This image In true Arts and 
Crafts style, the garden is 
divided by walls and hedges 
into asequence of fooms, 
each with its own distinct 


character, including the 
Barn Garden (top) and 
adjacent Wall Garden. 


Below The garden is ; 
managed with traditional 
tools that are cared for == 
and kept indefinitely. 
Long-handled tools and 
narrow spades are often 
necessary to work in the 
tightly packed beds. 


> germinating, because the great variety of self seeders are 
an important part of the picture. 

Visitors often comment on how nice the garden looks 
‘considering it has just been let go, but this apparently effortless 
informality is the result of a lot of hard work. We regularly 
get down on our hands and knees to assess all the emergents, 
thinning or transplanting them in a painstaking process that 
should be imperceptible if it is done right. The aim is to create 
a hyper-natural effect. We take the same approach with the 
seed-raised seasonal bedding that is planted into pockets 
between the permanent structure of trees, shrubs and 
perennials. These displays are changed two or three times 
a year, underplanted with bulbs for maximum impact, and 
everything is set out in a naturalistically random ‘high-low 
density pattern’ that is easy to understand, but surprisingly 
difficult to achieve. It certainly has nothing to do with the 
rules on planting distances set out in the manuals. 

As I soon learned, Dixter gardeners don't really follow 
rules. Instead they experiment, observe and learn from 
the experience, which explains their novel approach to 
cultivating seed. While every textbook will tell you to wait 
until you see the first true leaves, here seedlings are pricked 
out at cotyledon-leaf stage, then transplanted deep into their 
modules, so the leaves sit only just above the surface of the 
soil. I now do this at home and it is extremely effective, even 
with tricky things like poppies that usually resent upheaval. 

The successional nature of the planting has been another 
ongoing education. When I arrived in February, everywhere 
I looked there were carpets of snowdrops, cyclamen and the 
beautiful marbled foliage of Arum italicum ‘Marmoratum. 
Week after week, it just got brighter and better. > 


Above Head gardener. Fong ste 
grr Garfett andassistant head 
gardener Coralie Thomas debate 


4. planting combinations in the 
“sgarden’s famous Long Border. 


This image While stuck at home 
during the Covid lockdowns, 
writer Jodie Jones found » 
_ _ herself dreaming of these 
“topiary pieces in the Peacock 
*Gatden, where they sit-in an 
2 ever-changing sea of colour. 
- % ‘ 


Above The giant fennel Ferula 
communis has become a signature 
plant at Great Dixter, seen here in the 
High Garden among ox-eye daisies 
and magenta Gladiolus communis 
subsp. byzantinus. 


Above right Fergus sets out the 
jobs for the week in one of his 
mind maps — here at a relatively 
simplistic early stage. 


This image The Topiary Lawn, 
which Christopher Lloyd turned into 
a meadow garden, framed by the 
haracterful timbers of the hovel, 

a former cow shed that links this 
"space to the Exotic Garden. 


é . . e > . 
~~ ae . “ é . 
ott = had. os 
. 3 we Although the gardens are rarely irrigated, 

gardener Ben Jones, left, and scholars Rob 

Flack and Andrew Wiley use a hosepipe to 

water in new bedding plants in the Peacock” a aT 

Garden. The.pots on sticks help theteam 6.4, : 
> visualise the impact young plants will havé Pe —=%, 

- ¢ When theyiAvc grown inta,the space. 


> Large parts of the garden are richly layered with a 
combination of plants that coexist happily, complement 
each other visually and peak successionally. It’s an approach 
I’m now exploring in my own garden, building my layers, 
refining my plant selections, and tucking in some bedding 
for seasonal sparkle. It helps once you discover that phlox 
turn up their toes if they feel even slightly squashed, while 
a persicaria can push straight through a slimy mat of 
Spanish bluebell foliage. I still get things wrong, but I've 
also learned to relax and enjoy the process. 

At Dixter, we paint pictures with plants and then take 
time to assess the outcome. Successes are celebrated but 
rarely repeated, because where's the fun in that, and why 
miss an opportunity to try something new and different? 
Instead of soul-crushing “To Do’ lists, Fergus produces 
brain-boggling mind maps, which link ideas, aspirations 
and jobs for the week in an exuberant swirl of marker pen 
that perfectly captures the air of excitement. 

Ina country full of beautiful gardens, I think it is the culture 
of intelligent curiosity and questing creativity that sets Dixter 
apart. In my time as a volunteer I have learned to work more 
neatly, to pace myself with regular tea breaks, and to keep my 
secateurs sharp at all times, but the real lesson has been to 
garden with my heart as well as my mind. I came to Dixter 
to be a better gardener; every week I leave it a happier person. d 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Address Great Dixter, Northiam, Rye, East Sussex TN31 6PH. 
Tel 01797 252878. Web greatdixter.co.uk 
Open March — October, Tuesday — Sunday, llam- 5pm. 
Turn the page to discover more insights Jodie gained at Dixter [> 
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Dixter’s rustic mallets, 

whittled from chestnut poles 
«coppiced in the surrounding 
woods, look like something 

) Fred Flintstone Would use. 
fe a for Whacking in canes 
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=, The Wall Garden provides 


-_asheltered space for a constantly 


changing display of potted 
plants, including bright-orange 
calendulas, and red ladybird 
poppy (Papaver commutatum), 

a Dixter signature plant. Crazy 
conifers are also fast becoming 
common sight at Great Dixters- 


The Dixter team. Back row, : x y 


from left: gardener Ben Jones, i te 


scholars Madelaine LeDew, 
Andrew Wiley and Luke Senior, 
visiting Sissinghurst Scholar 
Claire Margetts (see page 31) afd 
Volunteer Peter Chowney. Front}, 
row: volunteer Luke Bennett,| © | 
Fergus Garrett, gardener Michael 
Wachter, Jodie Jones, scholar | > 
Rob Flack and Coralie Thomas, | ~ 
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Other things | learned at Dixter 


* Good-quality tools are a joy to use, and bad ones are a waste 
of time, money and temper. I'm a long-term fan of Felco 
secateurs but new discoveries include the Niwaki hori hori tool, 
Sneeboer planting spade (halfway in length between a trowel 
and border spade) and the Haws Warley Fall watering can. 


* Sow hardy annuals in the preceding autumn if you've space 
for acold frame. It will get your season off to a flying start the 
following year and save you a chore in springtime. Then sow 
some more in the spring, to extend the display. 


* Grow plants hard and they'll be all the better for it. At Dixter, 
most plants are set out in the cold frames and kept well 
ventilated. Even when temperatures drop, they’re just protected 
by a double layer of glass and an overnight blanket of burlap. 


¢ Bulbs look great planted in single variety blocks with 
a compatible companion — maybe forget-me-nots, foxgloves 
or Smyrnium perfoliatum. 


« In general, more is more. Forget the packet instructions 
when deciding how closely to plant annuals or bulbs. Last 
year, one particularly impressive pot of narcissi contained 
more than 50 bulbs. 


¢ Weeds are in the eye of the beholder. Bindweed is a problem 
in some areas, but buttercups, bird's foot trefoil, oxalis and 
dandelions are generally welcome. In the past few years, 

cow parsley has been positively embraced. 


Find out about volunteering opportunities at more of the 
UK's top gardens at gardensillustrated.com/volunteer 
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Above left Haws Warley Fall 
7 : watering cans neatly stacked on the 
we tt water tank, so when the gardenteam 
need to fill a they can just.dunk andigo: 


ae Men Above right Huge habitat piles, 
~=*_*» sresembling an Andy Goldsworthy 
ie installation; are built out of brushwood™ = 
- and thinnings from-the woodland = 
7 coppicing, and-are provided to create rae By 
homes for a.wide Selection of wildlife. > ~ ft: fs 
This image The orchardis Great )) - *_ 
_~.Dixter’s principal areaof meadow, . ets 
“stretching across almostthe whole 
* south side of the garden and linking 
it.to the,surrounding landscape. 
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HOW TO RECLAIMED MATERIALS 
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alt a” iS For her fetch Gold- anal -winningy 
Nurture Landscapes Chelsea show 
garden, Sarah Price’sourced a wealth 
aay ~__ of.waste and reclaimed materials, 
ee a Syerincluding old bricks, pots, ash, glass, 
eo ie * recycled plastic, ‘shells and:wood to 
bs - ; create features Such as containers, ” 
tee paths, Re furniture. 
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he American environmental 

campaigner Annie Leonard once 

said, “There is no such thing as 

‘away’. When we throw anything 
away it must go somewhere.’ This fact 
challenges us all to pause before buying new 
for the garden, and consider where our old 
paving and furniture may end up if they're 
thrown on a skip. In a bid to reduce waste 
and promote sustainability, many leading 
landscape designers and garden makers are 
reusing materials. Garden designer Jilayne 
Rickards uses reclaimed materials because 
they lend a sense of age, history and 
character to a garden that can't be achieved 
with new items. “This sustainable approach 
also reduces a garden’s carbon impact, 
preventing items going to landfill and polluting 
the soil and groundwater,” she says. 

Reusing some building materials can also 
boost wildlife habitats. “It's amazing what will 
grow in crushed cement — a waste product 
from the building trade,” says green-roof 
and brownfield planting expert John Little. 
“Wildflower species that support masses of 
insects thrive in this low-fertility, weed-free 
chalky material.” 


What can be reclaimed? 


Designer Steve Williams says the cheapest 
and easiest products to recycle are often right 
on your doorstep. “| always carry out an audit 
of any garden | design to see what can be 
salvaged. Old concrete paving and brick walls 
can be crushed and used as a sub-base for 
paving or made into gravel paths. | also use 
them on green roofs, where they provide 
a great growing medium for native plants.” 
Steve suggests hiring a mini crusher to do 
it yourself. “A garden designer or landscaper 
can help with this, but there’s nothing to stop 
you crushing these materials yourself. Just 
remember to wear ear defenders, goggles 
and steel top-capped boots.” 


Var be 1 , : 
A shipping containerrepurposed into 
ie a gardenroom by John Little-for Nigel 


“ Dunnétt’s 2011;Chelsea show garden. 
+ 2 *, 
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Alternatively, you can use your waste 
materials to fill galvanised steel-framed 
gabions to build walls, raised beds and even 
furniture — for a smart finish, use stone to 
line the section facing out and back fill 
behind this with the waste materials. 

As well as using up your own old hard 
landscaping, if you spend some time 
researching you can also find plenty of worthy 
materials secondhand, such as engineering 
bricks and other building materials for walls 
and paving. “| use reclaimed timber for 
decking and stone for paving, walling and 
steps, topping it off with pots, seating and 
ornaments I've found,” says Jilayne. “Just 
check wood products, such as old sleepers, 
haven't been treated with toxic creosote.” Old 
decking and wooden items will need to be 
sanded down and oiled or painted to achieve 
a weatherproof finish, but can then be laid or 
installed the same way as new. 


What can be repurposed? 


Sometimes it requires thinking outside 

the box, and looking at how something 
previously used for one task can be 
repurposed for another. Alan Williams, 
landscape and creative designer for 
Landform Consultants, has transformed 
heavy-duty timber crane mats into decks. 
“These mats are about 3m x 2m, the perfect 
size for a small seating area, and easy to 


& install,” he says. In the same vein, John Little 
° reclaims whole shipping containers, which 
< he turns into garden rooms with green roofs. 


“Consider making furniture yourself from 


= reclaimed materials,” says Loretta Bosence, 
2 director of Local Works Studio, which 
specialises in innovative reuse for landscapes 


j decks in Jamie Butterworth’s ~/« 
*-RHS Garden for a Green Future at 
the 2021 RHS Hampton Court 
Palace Garden Festival. 


Head gardener Ben Pope 
used an old metal toolbox 
for this container planting. 


and buildings. She and her team have worked 
with designer Sarah Price on several projects, 
including the Maggie’s cancer care centre 
garden in Southampton, where they turned 
decommissioned fire hoses into seating using 
traditional weaving techniques. “We looked 
around the site to see what materials were 
available close by, and the Hampshire fire 
service HQ was just down the road.” 

Charlotte Molesworth is well-known for 
recycling and reusing in her garden, Balmoral 
Cottage in Kent, from an old pig-swill boiler, 
sinks and sewing machine bases to rubber 
conveyor belts. Seconds bricks were used 
for paths and she searches skips and farm 
auctions for gates and corrugated iron sheets. 

It's easier to source specific building 
materials from reclamation yards, and some 
companies will search and buy initemsto D> 


HOW TO RECLAIMED MATERIALS 


Jilayne Rickard’s award-winning 
Urban Retreat garden features 
almost exclusively reclaimed, 
recycled and second-hand materials, 
from brick$/stone and slate to 
decking, ornaments and furniture. 


sd 
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HOW TO RECLAIMED MATERIALS 


> order. Specialists such as Reclaimed Brick 
Company (reclaimedbrickcompany.co.uk) 
and Ashwells Reclaimed Timber 
(ashwelltimber.com) offer a wide choice of 
quality products, but their services come at 
acost and reclaimed materials can be more 
expensive than new — cleaning old stone and 
bricks is a job for professionals. Reclaimed 
materials may not be perfect, either, so add 
ten per cent to the quantities needed, for 
wastage. “If there’s a hairline crack ina stone 
paver, it will probably break, but be flexible 
and perhaps use those bits along an edge 
where plants will disguise them,” says Alan. 
Also, check out local recycling centres that 
oe i | 
=< The éopper fant viet 
as a stunning water feature atew i. 
Malverleys garden in Hampshire.” 
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take in building waste. They can ‘grade’ 

materials by size, selling bigger pieces as 
aggregates and finer grade ceramic dust, 
which can be used as a planting medium. 


Where can I source 
reclaimed items? 


Architectural salvage companies, such 

as LASSCO (lassco.co.uk), Architectural 
Heritage (architectural-heritage.co.uk) 

and Winchcombe Reclamation 
(winchcombereclaim.com), sell antique and 
reproduction furniture and containers, as well 
as old garden tools and ephemera if you're 


ON INGRAM 


Designer Jo Thompson sourced 

tropical hardwood, reclaimed from 
iderelict jetties, docks and lock gates, 

<= from Ashwells Reclaimed Timber for 

: a weathered look on the palisade 
fencing of this coastal garden. 


looking for heritage pieces to add a sense of 
age to your design. Mat Reese, head gardener 
at Malverleys, found the ‘copper’ at the centre 
of the Cool Garden water feature at a local 
auction house. These metal containers are 
extremely popular in traditional English 
garden schemes, and are often Victorian-era 
clothes-washing tubs. “| spotted it, but 
couldn't speak with the owners before it went 
to auction, so had to let it go,” he says. 
“Luckily, it didn’t sell, so we then made an 
offer, and got it for a song! I'm told it was 
originally used in France to make cheese, and 
is sometimes called a copper fromagerie.” 
These sorts of prized antiques can be difficult 
to get hold of, but follow specialist sellers such 
as Garden and Wood (@gardenandwood) on 
social media to see posts about items like this 
as soon as they are available. 
Before buying, always factor in the 
distance goods will need to travel. “Look for 
suppliers within a 25-mile radius of home. 
Any further and the carbon emissions from 
haulage may outweigh any savings you make 
by using reclaimed,” warns Alan Williams. 
Jilayne Rickards says part of the fun of 
using reclaimed is snooping around junk 
yards, antique and charity shops, recycling 
centres and skips, but she warns that it can be 
a slow process. “Trawling through online sites 
such as eBay and freecycling websites is also 
time consuming, and you may not find exactly 
what you're looking for. If | can’t find what 
| want, | post on social media, which 
sometimes delivers good results.”0 


For more great reclamation ideas visit 
gardensillustrated.com/reclaim 
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Arubber path made using an old industrial 
conveyor belt at Balmoral Cottage, where 
Charlotte Molesworth reuses and recycles 
a host of materials in clever ways. 


Land of plenty 


The owners of a large dairy farm and estate in 
Pennsylvania have included pockets of garden that link to the 
surrounding countryside and come to life in early autumn 
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IN BRIEF 


Name The Farm at Doe Run. 

What Dairy farm with areas 

of private garden. 

Where Pennsylvania, USA. 

Size 700-acre farming estate 

with 25 acres of garden. 

Soil Clay loam over limestone. 

Climate Heatwaves are on the increase 
in summer, with high humidity; 

a long winter and cool spring has frosts 
persisting until May, followed by four 
months of intense growing. 

Hardiness zone USDA 6. 


The view from the dairy at The Farm 
at Doe Run takes in a parterre of nine 
squares, with an assured combination 
of Amsonia hubrichtii and Andropogon 
gerardii ‘Blackhawks’. Fruit trees are 
planted in the wide, bisecting grass 
paths and further into the field. 
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he rolling hills of Chester 
County, Pennsylvania, remind 
many of theUK, and its mineral- 
rich pasture has helped to mould 
this land into a kind of English 
idyll. At The Farm at Doe Run, 
prize cheeses are made with the 
help of beautifully managed 
Jersey and Normande cows, Nubian goats and East 
Friesian sheep. Estate buildings have a similarly 
high specification: stone dwellings that once housed 
harness-makers and wheelwrights have been 
repurposed for cheesemakers, chefs and gardeners. 
This Arcadian atmosphere is partly the result 
of the owners’ penchant for sourcing unusual and 
lovely things. Three enormous greenhouses were 


salvaged from the University of Maryland and 
rebuilt, with improvements, at Doe Run. They are 
used by the many gardeners (seven of whom are 
garden managers; there is no head gardener as such) 
for every aspect of gardening at the farm, including 
indoor planting and starting off vegetables, which are 
grown in close consultation with the owners’ chef. 
Similarly, a collection of mainly dwarf conifers 
with excellent provenance had been acquired for 
their beauty, but had no particular home on the 
grounds. This was one of the first jobs for gardener 
Emma Seniuk when she arrived at Doe Run from 
Chanticleer. “We call it the Stone Bed,’ she says of 
the conifer bed. “Tt was assembled over the course 
of a few weeks with the help of one guy ina skid > 


To continue turn to page 88 


This image Emma Seniuk’s 
east-facing stone cottage, 
one of nine restored and 
well-appointed staff houses 
that are scattered around 
The Farm at Doe Run. 


Right Areas of high visibility have 
more concentrated planting. 
Here, Symphyotrichum novi-belgii 
‘Climax’ is paired with Cosmos 
bipinnatus ‘Cupcakes White’ ina 
matrix of Muhlenbergia capillaris 
‘White Cloud! Pinus sylvestris 
Fastigiata Group provides 
evergreen structure. 
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Stone dwellings that once 
housed a harness-maker or 
a wheelwright have been 
repurposed for cheesemakers, 
chefs and gardeners 
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Although the Stone Bed 
resembles a swale for managing 
storm water, its main purpose 
is to stage the owner's passion 
for specimen trees 


Adry river bed knewh as.the: 3 ke x me 


. Stone Bed, was created for, 
a collection of dwarf conifer, 
Grasses include Molinia& # ast 
caerulea-subsp. arundina@eg emt... 
‘Skyracer’ and Sporobolus) x se ty nia Yh 
heterolepis. Groupings of ee 
conifers-are accented with 

columns of Acer saccharum | 
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8 key conifers 


1 Picea pungens ‘Hunnewelliana’ 
Known as the Colorado blue spruce, this slow-growing conifer has a dense and 
pyramidal habit. Height and spread: 3m x 1.5m. USDA 3a-8bi. 


2 Cedrus atlantica ‘Glauca Pendula’ 
The weeping blue atlas cedar is showy with short, clustered needles. It will tolerate 
both heat and humidity. 1-3.5m x 1-3.5m. AGM* RHS H6, USDA 6a-7b. 
3 Pinus sylvestris ‘Aurea’ 
This golden Scots pine likes full sun, but tolerates exposure. Happy in any 
well-drained soil, the foliage yellows well in winter and spring. 
12m x 6m. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 3a-7b. 
4 Pinus mugo ‘Aurea’ 
Asemi-dwarf mugo pine with golden-yellow needles in winter. Prefers moisture and 
good drainage in full sun. Wider than it is tall. 90cm x 1.2m. USDA 2a-7b. 
5 Abies concolor 

The white fir is a large tree, native to mountain slopes of the western USA and 

Mexico. Sun or part shade; moist, well-drained soil. 17m x 8m. RHS H7, USDA 3a-7b. 
6 Pinus parviflora ‘Ogon-goyo’ 
This rare, golden form of Japanese white pine grows in a loose pyramid. It 
prefers full sun. 1.5m x 1.2m. RHS H7, USDA 5a-7b. 
7 Tsuga canadensis ‘Nana’ 
A dwarf Canadian hemlock, which is three times wider than it is high. Has densely 
packed, short needles. 90cm x 2.7m. USDA 3a-7b. 
8 Pinus thunbergii ‘Thunderhead’ 
Japanese black pine cultivar, with attractively irregular growth. Its dark-green 
needles are 10cm long. 3m x 1.5m. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 
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> steer [machine], and me leading the charge on 
tree and boulder placement.” Although the Stone 
Bed resembles a swale for managing storm water, 
its main purpose is to stage the owner's passion for 
specimen trees. There's an emphasis on coniferous 
blue and golden yellow, while the changing colours 
of the wooded hills are brought into this part of the 
garden in autumn with deciduous sugar maples 
grown as columns. Gingko is next on the list, to add 
further verticals of well-shaped, bright-yellow foliage. 
The gardens, buildings and farm at Doe Run 
are managed by the owners, with a community of 
diverse employees given autonomy within their roles. 
Two gardeners, Jim Andrews and Jim Wunderlich, 
focus on spring and early summer planting. Emma 
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was brought in to extend the seasons with the help 
of Daniel French, while Carolyn Scott Jeronis is in 
charge of vegetable growing. 

Ina property of 700 acres, Doe Runs gardened 
areas comprise only a fraction, at about 25 acres. 
These (often quite sizeable) pockets are what Emma 
refers to as “concentrated gardening” in places of 
high visibility, and around the scattered buildings - 
such as a former mill that houses the milking parlour 
and creamery. From here, a panoramic view over 
the farmed valley has been given foreground focus, 
with a nine-square parterre of shrubs and grasses 
interspersed with trees of apple, pear and plum. 

Along one of the access roads, pale-lilac 
Symphyotrichum novi-belgii ‘Climax mixes > 


This image A former race-horse 
stable has been converted into 

an atmospheric event space 
known as Stable Dining. Herbs are 
grown in the beds immediately 
around it, including grassy tufts of 
lemongrass. On the terrace an old 
stone trough holds a dwarf pine. 


Right The garden owner asked 
Emma to create a dry creek for his 
collection of rare conifers. The main 
colour idea is blue and yellow, with 
clusters of evergreens sharpened 
by columns of Acer saccharum 
‘Temple's Upright’ 


There is an emphasis on 
coniferous blue and golden yellow, 
while the changing colours of the 
hills are brought into this garden 
with deciduous sugar maples 


in a matrix of the grass Muhlenbergia capillaris 
‘White Cloud’ A slow-growing, European 
Pinus sylvestris Fastigiata Group provides 

not only a full-stop but associates with the 


jpecimen conifers around the estate as well 
| asPennsyvanis natives, white pine, eastern 
red cedar and bald cypress. 


Planting along Doe Run Creek and in the 
adjacent Bird Meadow is a different kind of 
concentrated gardening, managed by Jimmy 
Testa, whose background is in native gardening 
at the botanical garden at nearby Mt Cuba. 
With native plants raised by greenhouse 


with paler Cosmos ‘Cupcakes White, anchored 


manager Shelby French, as well as thousands 
of trees, shade has been brought back to the 
creek, restoring ecosystems (which are being 
monitored) and encouraging the return of 
trout. The adjacent meadow is planted to 
provide berries and seedheads for birds. 
Walks meander through meadows and 
waterways for the enjoyment of everyone 
who lives on The Farm at Doe Run. “My 
main interest in my job is to paint a picture 
with plants that fits comfortably in the space,” 
says Emma. “I want the owners and everyone 
who passes through the gardens to turn 
a corner and be delighted” 5 


This image A stone bridge crosses 
acreek in the middle distance. 
Along its banks and in the adjacent 
Bird Meadow, Jimmy Testa has 
added natives, raised in the 
greenhouse by Shelby French, 

to restore ecosystems. 


Right An avenue of Acer saccharum 
‘Green Mountain’ planted by the 
owners, brings in some autumn 
colour from taller deciduous trees 
around the field edges. The avenue 
leads to Pond Road, the main axis 
between the dairy, gardens and 
wilder areas. 


GARDEN INTERNATIONAL 


The ae buildings and farm 
at Doe Run are managed by 
the owners, with a community 
of diverse employees given 
autonomy Paihia their roles 
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Weaver Suzi@Grieve creates tiny pots and pouches from /~ 


the leaves and bark she forages near her Cumbrian home’ 
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any grit their teeth at a 
blaze of May dandelions; 
Suzie Grieve rubs her 
hands with glee. This is 
when she goes foraging. 
“You need to be quick 
off the mark.’ she says, 
“cutting them just after 
seeding but before the council mows them down” 

Suzie forages for the fibrous parts of plants 
and trees that most people would regard as compost 
fodder, and weaves them into exquisite baskets full 
of colour, delicacy and light. Around her home in 
Ulverston, Cumbria, the tangle of midsummer is 
not chaos but potential weaving materials. “There 
are plenty of old industrial areas around the town 
that are overgrown, and these are the best places 
to find stuff” she says. “No one’s going to stop you 
cutting dandelions and brambles.” 

After leaving school, she went to live among 
communities practising sustainable living in France 
and Spain, learning to turn plant material into 
something practical and useful. “These are ancient 
techniques,” she says. “How to weave hurdles to pen 
in your animals and create cordage (string or rope) 
to make snares and fishing lines would have been 
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Clockwise from top left: 
There is pleasing simplicity 
to Suzie’s woven pods. These 
ones are made from a mix of 
yellow flag iris and rush. 


Suzie soaks strips of willow 
bark before cutting these 
into the narrow strips she 
uses to weave into her tiny 
pouches and baskets. 

All the materials Suzie uses 
she gathers sustainably 
from her allotment, as 

well as from the woods, 
hedgerows and coastlines 
of what she describes 

as “the damp green land” 

of Cumbria. 

Suzie’s amulet pouches are 
made entirely from foraged 
material, including the 
natural fibre cordage and 
tiny stone buttons. 
Dandelion stalks drying 

in Suzie’s workshop in 
preparation for weaving. 


second nature. When I teach people, they often say Save tinas aes eoeandll 


they feel like they have done it before.” window 6fomportunity'to 
Plants have always intrigued her, and using her pick these after seeding 
large knowledge to create small objects of great before the council comes 
beauty has become her obsession. They have a to cut them down. 
mystery that intrigues her. “The colour of the fibre 
when it is dried can be completely different from 
what you expected. I like to work things out; it’s 
a kind of play, which is a good thing” 
Learning how to harvest, strip and create baskets 
from willow bark was her first foray into natural fibres, 
soon moving on to plants such as flag iris, daylilies, 
clematis, honeysuckle and crocosmias. “My baskets are 
really nothing complicated, and not as complexas_ > 


- 
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often say 
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have done it before 


Suzie uses a range of techniques to create 

her pieces from weaving to this plaited 

willow-bark pouch. She often combines 

>. different barks and leaves as she enjoys 
: combining colours and textures and loves 
the variation found within a single bark. 
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> knitting,” she says modestly. There is certainly 

a pleasing simplicity that comes from the organic 
shape and the contrasting colours of the materials. 
But perhaps part of their charm also lies in their 
timelessness. They look as though they could have 
been created at any time in the past 5,000 years. 

The process of foraging seems simple but requires 
constant looking and learning. Her allotment provides 
an abundance of raw materials. She cuts most things 
just before they die off in winter, when the stalks still 
have a bit of flexibility in them, strips the leaves and 
dries them over many weeks, before soaking them just 
prior to use, making them pliable enough to weave. She 
sometimes uses the stripped leaves to create airy and 
seemingly fragile baskets; half woven scribble, half nest. 

Her followers on social media often comment on 
the hypnotic rhythm of her work. Inevitably, some 
people comment that she is ‘killing’ a plant when she 
harvests it, so she patiently explains her sustainable 
techniques, pointing them to books such as Braiding 
Sweetgrass by Robin Wall Kimmerer. She stresses the 
importance of not exploiting nature, but working 
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with it, waiting for the right moment to harvest 
and taking only small amounts. 

It is tough making a living from what you love, 
especially when it requires so much time and 
patience. Suzie has plans to write a book about 
natural fibres, to shine a light on her craft, which 
is both ancient and perfectly in tune with modern 
environmental and ecological anxieties. 0 


USEFUL INFORMATION 


Follow Suzie on Instagram @foragedfibres and find 
out more about her work at foragedfibres.co.uk 


Clockwise from top left: 


Suzie loves to create these 
tiny baskets, partly because 
she doesn't have space to 
grow or store vast quantities 
of materials, but mainly 
because she loves tiny 

cute things. 


Larger pieces, such as 
this coiled dandelion stem 
basket, can take Suzie 
several hours to complete. 


The walls of Suzie’s studio 
are filled with a selection 
of drying barks, including 
willow, elm, linden, spruce 
and Douglas fir. 


Suzie begins work on 
weaving an amulet 

pouch. Her thousands 

of social media followers are 
fascinated by her videos in 
which she demonstrates the 
painstaking techniques of 
stripping, drying and weaving, 
often without commentary, 
just the ambient sounds 

of her studio. 


' baskets.are really nothing 
<<. eomiplicated, and not 
~ ~as complex as knitting 


This was 
Sylvia's 
promise 


A generation ago, a woman named Sylvia made 

a promise. As a doctor's secretary, she’d watched 
stroke destroy the lives of so many people. She was 
determined to make sure we could all live in a world 
where we're far less Likely to lose our lives to stroke. 


She kept her promise, and a gift to the Stroke 
Association was included in her WiLL. Sylvia's gift 
helped fund the work that made sure many more of 
us survive stroke now than did in her lifetime. 


Sylvia changed the story for us all. Now it's our turn 
to change the story for those who'll come after us. 


Stroke still shatters lives and tears families apart. 
And for so many survivors the road to recovery is 
still Long and desperately lonely. If you or someone 
you love has been affected by stroke — you'll know 
just what that means. 


Rebuilding lives after stroke 


The Stroke Association is registered as a charity in England and Wales (No 211015) and in Scotland (SC037789). 
Also registered in the Isle of Man (No. 945) and Jersey (NPO 369), and operating as a charity in Northern Ireland. 


Wp 


But it doesn't have to be like this. You can change the 
story, just like Sylvia did, with a gift in your WiLL All it 
takes is a promise. 


You can promise future generations a world where 
researchers discover new treatments and surgeries 
and every single stroke survivor has the best care, 
rehabilitation and support network possible, to help 
them rebuild their lives. 


Will you make that promise to generations to 
come? Please, leave a gift in your Will to the 
Stroke Association. 


Find out how by calling 020 7566 1505 
or email legacy@stroke.org.uk 
or visit stroke.org.uk/Legacy 


Stroke 


Association 


FEILDEN FOWLES 


News, garden design insight and sourcebook 


Love of nature 


Horniman Museum & Gardens in Forest Hill, southeast 
London, has been awarded £5.7 million by the National 
Lottery Heritage Fund for its Nature + Love project, which 
aims to foster an appreciation of the natural world in future 
generations. In the Nature Explorers Adventure Zone, a 
disused pond will be transformed into a natural play area 
inspired by local wildlife, while another area of the gardens 
will become a winter garden and the adjacent glasshouses 
home to a plant nursery and community facilities. The plans 
have been developed by architects Feilden Fowles with 
landscape architects J&L Gibbons. horniman.ac.uk 
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DESIGN INSIGHT 
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Designer Barbara Landsberg has created a 
tranquil and secluded garden on a vertiginous 
site in Sydney, reimagining the eight-metre 
drop from the house to street level 


WORDS VERONICA PEERLESS 
PHOTOGRAPHS JASON BUSCH 


The brief 


The owners of this house on an impossibly steep site in 

the Sydney suburb of Cammeray had relatively modest 
expectations when they contacted Barbara Landsberg 

of Landsberg Garden Design. The house is built on 

a sandstone bluff, with an eight-metre drop from the house 
to the street. The owners wanted to replace the difficult, old 
stone steps from the house with something more appealing 
and practical, and to add some plants to the roof of the garage, 
which formed a flat area halfway up, to the side of the steps. 
On their ‘good to have if possible’ list were beds for edibles, 
a water feature and native plants that would thrive in the 
site's northerly aspect, exposed to sun and wind. 


The design 


Barbara and creative director Cherith Piper fitted all those 
requests in, and more. But first, they had to break it to the clients 
that on this steep site, all of the available budget would be used 
to amend the steps. Barbara and Cherith took the unusual step 
of presenting the clients with two costed options: one for the 
basic garden that they’d asked for, and a second that would 
cost twice as much, but would include all that they imagined 
the space could be: a proper garden that they could linger in. 

The pair reimagined the route to the house via stone-topped 
and timber steps, complete with Corten-steel panels and 
distinctive planting areas to break up the journey, and proposed 
a rill, yoga deck and firepit. The gravel garden on the roof of the 
garage below would be planted with many Australian plants, 
and would include an edible-growing area. 

“When we showed the clients the drawings and explained how 
the garden would look and feel, they got it. They never expected to 
have a garden they could live in.” The clients doubled their budget 
and are thrilled with the end result: “We feel as if we are in a little 
oasis, hearing the sound of water running down the rill, butterflies 
and dragonflies hovering and bees buzzing around, and the local 
birds having their say. It is like we are on holiday, enjoying nature.” 


Turn the page for more sloping garden solutions > 


Left The route from street level to the house is now a meandering 
journey, broken up by interesting planting, different materials and 
Corten-steel panels. The yoga deck acts as a bridge over the rill, 
and leads to the gravel garden (on top of the garage), planted 
with many Australian natives. 
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Essential elements 


2 Corten-steel screens 

3 Yoga deck eA 
4 Rill and pool 
5 Bench 

6 Gravel garden 
7 Herb beds 


8 Sandstone boulders 
ea a 


CORTEN-STEEL SCREENS THE WATER FEATURE EDIBLE GARDEN 

The Corten-steel screens were designed by The Corten-steel rill has a definite presence = Aset of round Corten-steel beds house 
creative director Cherith Piper, and add a in the garden without taking up too much the edible plants in the garden, and are 
sculptural element to the garden as well as space. “We wanted it to run-we didn't want actively gardened by the clients. “This is the 
acting as balustrades. “The bubble pattern it to be silent, but also not too loud, and we productive part of the garden. The fact that 
is evocative of surf (one of the clients is a didn't want it to look like a slide,” explains the beds are raised makes them easier to 


keen surfer), as well as the air bubbles of the — Barbara. The rill is therefore on two levels: it manage and maintain,” says Barbara. The 
water feature. It was important to not make runs along the top of the garden, then drops __ beds are home to Mediterranean herbs, 


the panels solid. While we wanted to block and runs along the lower part of the garden including thyme, rosemary and marjoram, 
the view up the garden, we also wanted to into asmall, reflective pool. “Itis reticulated. as well as some ornamentals such as 
let the light through and to create some The pool acts as a reservoir, and the pump salvias that have been added by the clients. 


dynamic interest with shadows.” is beneath the yoga deck.” A deeper bed is home to a lemon tree. 


The layout 


The existing rough sandstone steps to the house were impractical 
and difficult to negotiate, and the eight-metre climb from the street 
was daunting. “We asked ourselves: how do we slow the journey 
down? How do we make it lovely? How can we make the clients turn 
and face into the garden?” says Barbara. The route now meanders, 
taking several twists and turns. It has interesting planting pockets 
along the way and two materials (bluestone and timber) to keep 
the journey interesting. The Corten-steel screens act as balustrades 
and obscure the further steps beyond. 

Water is a key part of the garden. “We wanted the idea of a 
cascade,” says Barbara. “We wanted the water to look as if it was 
coming out of the rock, because that’s very common in Sydney — 
the water runs out of the gullies on the sandstone cliffs.” The slowly 
moving water of the rill freshens the space and its sound keeps the 
attention within, dulling the noise of any passing traffic. A timber 
yoga deck acts as a bridge across the rill into the gravel garden, 
creating a sense of a threshold: “The rill holds you in the garden.” 

Asimple palette of materials — Corten steel for the screens, rill 
and herb garden, and bluestone on the step treads and in the gravel 
garden — unify the space. “We used Corten for several reasons: 
it's malleable, so could be made into the screens and rings for 
the edible plants. The Corten was also ideal for creating raised 
planting areas and edging, as it takes up very little space. Also, the 
colour of it is very earthy and it has settled into the garden well.” 
Much of the sandstone was reused around the site, but project 
lead Cherith Piper took the owners to stone suppliers to choose 
the boulder seats, which were then craned on to the site. 


DESIGN INSIGHT 


The planting 


While the stepped part of the garden sits on rock, the main part of 
garden sits on top of the garage below, so its potential weight was 
checked with a structural engineer. For planting, Barbara added 
around 30cm of soil, topped with a 10cm gravel mulch. “The gravel 
has proven to be a really great medium for dry-climate plants. It 
allowed us to create an informal planting scheme — you can place 
a plant anywhere in it and it is shown off beautifully.” 

Some parts of the garden are irrigated, but all the plants were 
chosen for their ability to cope with hot sun, wind and little rain, 
including Aeonium ‘Green Rose’ and Aloe ‘Big Red: Many are native, 
such as the lemon myrtle and grevilleas, and grow in the local bush. 
They are planted quite densely to give interest all year. 

Trees give height and anchor the garden: Tristaniopsis laurina 
‘Luscious’ acts as an anchor in the crook of the steps. “It’s also 
an important connector from the garden to the house.” A second 
specimen at the bottom of the garden screens the neighbour's 
garden. Another key plant is Acacia pravissima, behind the 
bench, which is a wiry, native tree requested by the clients. 

Barbara creates beautiful planting plans, with distinctive, graphic 
symbols that help the clients visualise the garden, but even with 
such careful planning, she could not have entirely predicted how 
the garden would turn out. “The garden has surprised us in terms of 
how well it’s done. The plants have done their own beautiful thing.” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about Landsberg Garden Design at 
landsberggardens.com 
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DESIGN SOURCEBOOK 


Garden arches 


Make an entrance with one of these stylish feature arches 


COMPILED BY MOLLY BLAIR 


COUNTRY CALM RUSTIC CHARM CLASSICAL CURVE 
Rustique Garden Arch, rust Flat Top Sweet Chestnut Arch, Harrod Roman Wall Arch, 
£149.99, Crocus, Price on demand, Green Man Woodcrafts, from £295, Harrod Horticultural, 
01344 578000, crocus.co.uk 01380 831332, greenmanwoodcrafts.co.uk 0333 400 1500, harrodhorticultural.com 


ONE SIDED IN THE ROUND CLEAN LINES 


Wall Arch, Corten Steel Moongate, Forest Garden Whitby Arches, 
from £152, Agriframes, from £2,116.80, Stark & Greensmith, £309.99, The Worm That Turned, 


0117 934 1790, agriframes.co.uk 0800 970 0388, starkandgreensmith.com 0345 605 2505, worm.co.uk 
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: 4 = Discover a wider 
18 = range of arches 
a = by scanning 
S ; >= this QR code 
N . S Sea with your phone 
—_—* & Ss camera, or visit 
N x gardensillustrated. 
com/arches 
FLOWER FLOAT WIDE APPEAL URBAN STYLE 
Harrod Moon Gate Arch, Fruit Tree Arch, Hartwood Islington Garden Arch, 
from £595, Harrod Horticultural, £289, Agriframes, £219, Sheds.co.uk, 
0333 400 1500, harrodhorticultural.com 0117 934 1790, agriframes.co.uk 0345 034 6481, sheds.co.uk 
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holiday like this year after year, Zin. 
for the rest of my life.’ hes. 


HPB’s El Pueblito de Alfaix in southern Spain is a wonderful place to holiday, but it’s by no Sue Barker 
means unique in the HPB portfolio. All of the Bond’s homes are situated in beautiful locations Broadcaster and HPB Bondholder 
- many within National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty - with grounds and at HPB’s El Pueblito de Alfaix in Almeria, 


landscaping that complement and enhance the local area. southern Spain 


As a Bondholder you can holiday in any of over 1,400 HPB-owned properties at 32 UK and 
European locations for the whole of your lifetime. An initial payment of as little as £5,000 
means that you can look forward to truly memorable holidays in beautiful places, with top 
quality accommodation year after year after year... 


To find out more about HPB, please read ‘Exclusive holidays for life’ 
below and then request your FREE information pack. 


Call FREEon0800665490 = scanthe QRcode 
Visit our website A pb.co.u k/gi 


The Holiday Property Bond 


Exclusive holidays for life An initial payment from £5,000 anda quarterly fee of just over £35 (that is around £140 a year), which can increase in line with but not exceed 
the Retail Price Index Excluding Mortgage Interest (RPIX), gives youaccess to all HPB’s holiday homes. For each HPB holiday, you will pay a no-profit user charge covering 

only property running and maintenance costs and use of on-site facilities. The charge is the same throughout the year and for a studio averages about £347 aweekand 
around £533 a week fora two bedroom property. Larger properties are also available. After an initial charge of 25% your moneyis invested in a fund of holiday properties 
and securities. The fund itself meets annual charges of 2.5% of its net assets at cost, calculated monthly. Yourinvestment return is purely in the form of holidays and, as with 
mostinvestments, your capital is at risk. You can surrender your investment to the company after two years or more (subject to deferral in exceptional circumstances) but you 


will get back less than you invested because of the charges referred to above, as well as other overheads and changes in the value of the fund's properties and securities. 

This advertisement is issued by HPB Management Limited (HPBM), the main UK agent and the property manager for HPB, authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct 
Authority, registered at HPB House, Newmarket, Suffolk, CB8 8EH. HPBis available exclusively through HPBM. HPBis issued by HPB Assurance Limited (HPBA) registered in the Isle of 
Manand authorised by the Financial Services Authority there. HPBM promotes only HPB and is not independent of HPBA. Holders of policies issued by HPBA will not be protected by 
the Financial Services Compensation Scheme if the company becomes unable to meet its liabilities to them but Isle of Man compensation arrangements apply to new policies. 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


Check out the latest discounts available with the 
Gardens Illustrated Reader Rewards scheme to 
save on gardening, travel, food & drink and more 


HOW IT WORKS 


Browse 

Take a look at some of our latest 
fantastic offers, covering gardening, 
lifestyle, travel, food and drink, and more. 


Redeem 

Follow the link provided in each 
offer and apply the offer code when 
placing your order. 


Find even more 

Go to gardensillustrated.com/offers 
to find the full range of discounts, deals 
and competitions available to you. 


SAVE 
10% 


3 27 e 
Brittany Ferries 


SAVE UP TO 7% WITH BRITTANY FERRIES 

Brittany Ferries has the perfect route to get you to France and Spain. Offering 
a choice of daytime or overnight sailings from Portsmouth, Poole or Plymouth 
to Brittany or Normandy plus the only service between the UK and Spain, 
there’s also a range of sail-and-stay holidays on offer. 


To save 5% on ferry fares and 7% on all ferry-inclusive holidays in France 
and Spain, head to brittanyferries.com/gardensillustrated or call 
0330 173 2549 and quote code 621591 


Pye -~ 


rare | unusual | exciting 


ENJOY 10% OFF EVERYTHING AT HAYLOFT 

Planning your autumn planting? Hayloft searches the globe for the best 
perennials, annuals and shrubs, nurtures them in its nursery in the UK, 
then sends them out directly to you. You'll find a superb selection of bulbs, 
perennials, grasses, ferns and more, plus gardening accessories. With this 
special Gardens Illustrated 10% discount offer, you can fill your garden with 
beautiful plants and save money. 


To redeem the offer, visit hayloft.co.uk and use the code GI10 at checkout. 


sarahs% 
raven 


PLAN YOUR PERFECT 
GARDEN FOR LESS 
WITH SARAH RAVEN 
With everything you need to 
create a beautiful garden, 
whatever the season, Gardens 
Illustrated readers can take 
advantage of a generous 15% 
discount on almost everything at 
sarahraven.com right up to the 
end of December 2023. Sarah 
Raven offers a comprehensive 
range of seeds, bulbs and plants, 
most of which are tested by 
Sarah herself in her East Sussex 
garden. Now's the time to stock 
up on your favourite perennials 
and bulbs or treat your garden 
to some more unusual shrubs 
and plants. You'll also find lots of 
gardening equipment to choose 
from, including tools and pots, 
plus a delightful range of gifts 
and homeware to tempt you. 
Exclusions apply. 


To start browsing and claim 
your fantastic 15% discount, 
visit sarahraven.com and quote 
code GIL23YR 


To browse our full selection of offers, go to gardensillustrated.com/offers 
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Turn Table Trolleys 
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Plastic Barrows 
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SS 
SCH manufacture a vast selection of heavy-duty trailers, 
barrows, carts and trolleys, all sized specifically for gardens. 


sCh 


(SUPPLIES) LIM 


Contact us today for a FREE brochure 
featuring over 200 British products, or 
visit our website to find out more. 


01473 328272 * SALES@SCHSUPPLIES.CO.UK * WWW.SCHSUPPLIES.CO.UK 


GHAVERTON CLOC BeeS 


INTRODUCING OUR NEW 
OCTAGONAL CLOCHE 


= oo , “= 


PRE-ORDER NOWsFOR OCTOBER DELIVERY 
CLAVERTONCLOCHES.COM 075210467371 


(SS 
{ Chelsea 

Physic 
| Garden 


FOUNDE 
\ 1673 


Gla use Reopening 
Thursday 7 September 


ee 
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Book tickets: Phas 
chelseaphysicgarden.co.uk ia 


66 Royal Hospital Road, London, SW3 4HS__-years of plant science 


Waterperry 


Gardens 


A place to explore, relax and shop in beautiful surroundings. The 
gardens are ablaze with colour over the crisp autumn months. 
Shades of golds and reds on shrubs and trees surrounded by blue 
chilly skies! Open House weekend 2-3 September and we also 
have Grounddog Day 12 November 10am-5pm. 


waterperrygardens.co.uk 
Nr Wheatley, Oxfordshire OX33 1LA 


DOW NTOOLS 


Book reviews, competition, the crossword and Alice Vincent 


Allium sphaerocephalon and Echinacea 
purpurea among an airy mix of Erigeron 
annuus, Lychnis coronaria and Achillea 
millefolium epitomise the abundant 
style celebrated in Claus Dalby’s The 
Cottage Garden, reviewed on page 110. 


fan} 
a 
< 
=x 
a 


SEPTEMBER 2023 gardensillustrated.com 109 


COTTAGE. 


Planting 
GARDEN; 


_ for 
Pollinators 


} 


CREATING A GARDEN HAVEN 


— PLANTING FOR 

re. POLLINATORS: CREATING 
; — THE COTTAGE GARDEN A GARDEN HAVEN 

am by Claus Dalby by Heather Angel 


Cool Springs Press, £28 
ISBN 978-0760379714 


Bloomsbury Wildlife, £16.99 
ISBN 978-1399403023 


HEATHER ANGEL 


CLAUS DATBY 


A charming, photography-led book that delves into A timely and easy-to-use gardening guide with 


the enduring popularity of cottage gardens from 


a Scandinavian perspective. 


Reviewer Louise Curley is a freelance garden and nature writer. 


Claus Dalby is a household 
name in his native Denmark 
as a T'V gardener, author, 
publisher and floral designer 
- a Scandi mix of Monty Don 
and Sarah Raven. Thanks to 
social media — he has nearly 
500,000 followers on 
Instagram — his celebrity 
reaches beyond the Baltic Sea. 

This is his second book to 
be published in English, and 
in it Dalby looks at the 
principal proponents of the 
cottage-garden style, including 
Gertrude Jekyll, Vita Sackville- 
West, William Robinson, 
Margery Fish and the often 
forgotten Geoff Hamilton. He 
then takes us on an enjoyable 
journey seeking out modern- 
day cottage gardens in 
Denmark, Sweden, Germany, 
England and the USA. Each 
garden has a short description, 
plus extended captions for the 
images — more than 700 
beautiful photographs taken 
by Dalby himself. 

It was interesting to read 
a book on this topic that’s not 
from an Anglo-centric 
viewpoint, and I found the 


European takes on the cottage 
garden the most fascinating. 
I loved the brief section on 
the history of Danish gardens, 
which included some 
wonderful old photographs, 
and it would have been nice if 
this element had been lengthier. 

Dalby is generous with his 
coverage of each of the 15 
gardens. So often, this type of 
book will cover lots of places, 
but each one is given only 
a couple of pages, and I'm 
always left a bit disappointed, 
wishing I could have seen 
more. Another welcome 
element in a book covering 
multiple gardens is that 
Dalby made return visits 
to some to photograph them 
at different times, allowing 
the reader to see them 
as they transform from 
spring to late summer. 

With the current call 
for sustainable, biodiverse 
gardens, this book is a 
reminder that cottage gardens 
remain relevant today. As 
Dalby writes, ‘they are good 
places for human, animal 
and insect life’ 


ideas for plants that will encourage different 


types of insect pollinators into your garden. 


Reviewer Jan Miller-Klein is a wildlife gardening writer. 


There has been a lot of 
research on planting for 
pollinators over the past ten 
years, and the public has 
become far more aware of the 
increasing lack of insects to 
pollinate our food crops. So it 
is a very good time to see this 
well-presented new book. 

The author is a professional 
photographer and studies the 
pollinators visiting her own 
garden, so the beautiful, 
colourful and huge close-up 
photos of so many different 
species are fabulous and 
provide excellent identification 
aids. They include many UK 
pollinator species, including 
bumblebees, solitary bees 
and hoverflies, plus others 
that will not be so familiar to 
many gardeners, including 
flies, wasps, micromoths 
and unusual beetles. 

The plants featured cover 
all the seasons, and include 
wildflowers as well as garden 
flowers, extending the period 
that nectar and pollen will 
be available to insects with 
different body shapes, 
mouth parts and seasons of 


adulthood. It would have been 
good to include some larval 
food plants for the younger 
stage caterpillars as well, 

such as bird’s foot trefoil 
(Lotus corniculatus), which 

is essential for butterflies, 
moths and bumblebees. 

The book concentrates on 
the attractive flowers to grow 
in the garden, with lots of 
cultivation information. It also 
looks briefly at increasing the 
diversity of wildflowers in 
lawns and meadows, as well 
as on council verges. 

Angel has some excellent 
pollinator behavioural 
observations that can help us 
understand more about the 
varied mosaic of habitats these 
insects need. The author 
mentions bee hotels and 
shallow ponds as useful 
habitats, but there are many 
more that we can provide in 
our gardens, such as a, 
short-cut lawn or a sandy 
bank for burrowing bees. 

There are also tips on 
observing and photographing 
insects as well as a good further 
reading and resource list. 


CHAISWORTH 


THE GARDENS AND 
THE PEOPLE WHO MADE THEM 


ALA TCHMARSH 
FOREWORD BY THE GERE OF DEVONSHIR! J 


Phrooograpiy | - Brackey 


CHATSWORTH: 
ITS GARDENS AND 
THE PEOPLE WHO 
MADE THEM 

by Alan Titchmarsh 


Ebury Spotlight, £35 
ISBN 978-1529148213 


An absorbing and evocative book that is an 


inspiring read for anyone who loves the history 


of gardens and horticulture. 


Reviewer Becky Crowley is a gardener and artist. 


This timely book marks 

an important moment in 
Chatsworths fascinating story. 
The famed Derbyshire estate, 
fondly referred to as the ‘Palace 
of the Peaks, is changing hands 
once more, passing from the 
12th Duke and Duchess of 
Devonshire to the Earl and 
Countess of Burlington. 

The Burlingtons will be 
the 17th generation of the 
Cavendish family to make 
Chatsworth their home, since 
the arrival of the indomitable 
Bess of Hardwick and her 
husband William Cavendish, 
back in 1549, 

Alan Titchmarsh takes us 
on a tour of the 105-acre garden, 
tracking its many changes 
across five centuries. We are 
introduced to great and talented 
characters from the past - 
George London and Henry 
Wise, Lancelot ‘Capability’ 
Brown and Joseph Paxton are 
just a few of the extraordinary 
individuals who have made 
their mark at Chatsworth. There 
are also chapters dedicated to 
the remarkable glasshouses, 
follies, water features and art 


works that have adorned the 
grounds over the centuries. 

Titchmarsh’s close 
connection to the estate, and his 
long friendship with the 12th 
Duke and Duchess, brings a 
warmth to his writing, with 
amusing and poignant personal 
anecdotes. There is page after 
page of visual delight too. 
Evocative archival material sits 
alongside Jonathan Buckley's 
spectacular photographs, which 
capture some never-before-seen 
views of the garden. 

The latest layers in 
Chatsworth’ rich horticultural 
story have only just been 
completed. Garden designers 
Tom Stuart-Smith and Dan 
Pearson have brought new 
interest and beauty to the 
garden, and interviews with 
these landscape superstars 
provide thought-provoking 
insights into their work. Both 
attribute Chatsworth’s head 
gardener Steve Porter and his 
team as being invaluable to the 
success of their projects. 

This beautiful book is a 
fitting tribute to the garden, 
and all who have made it. 


DOWNTOOLS BOOK REVIEWS 


THE WINTER GARDEN: 
CELEBRATING THE 
FORGOTTEN SEASON 
by Naomi Slade 


RHS/Dorling Kindersley, £25 
ISBN 978-0241575857 


Covering all aspects of the garden in winter, this 


book will inspire fresh thinking of how to make 


spaces work attractively through the season. 


Reviewer John Grimshaw is director of the Yorkshire Arboretum. 


It can sometimes be difficult 
to work up very much 
enthusiasm for getting outside 
into the garden in winter. But 
whether we like it or not, the 
season occupies at least a 
quarter of the year and our 
garden spaces and gardening 
practices need to reflect this. 

We don't denude our sitting 
rooms in summer when we 
spend less time using them, 
and so if we consider the 
garden to be part of our 
living space, we need to think 
how we can make it as 
attractive and engaging in 
winter as possible. 

Plan ahead; get out and 
work; enjoy and celebrate; 
don't ignore - this is the core 
message that Naomi Slade 
delivers in The Winter Garden. 
She covers the season in the 
round, in context with the rest 
of the year, and covers all 
aspects of gardening in winter. 

Winter vegetables and 
working in the vegetable 
garden are treated as seriously 
as snowdrops, and managing 
the lawn is given as much 
space as ornamental grasses 


enjoyed for their winter effect. 
This approach, combining 
practical tips for gardening in 
winter with the concept of the 
garden in winter, makes this 
a distinctly different book. 
The Winter Garden is 
attractively laid out, with 
abundant beautiful images, 
showing winter gardens in 
their best light (the grim 
realities are glossed over). 
There must have been a very 
clear vision of how the book 
was to appear from the start, 
which is effective, though 
detail is limited. There are a 
lot of generalities, especially 
about design, that could fit 
any book for any season, but 
against that are the personal, 
practical observations that 
seldom make it to print. For 
example, the observation that 
even very hardy plants can be 
killed in a solidly frozen pot. 
Anyone contemplating 
a depressingly drab garden 
in January and wondering 
what to do should turn to this 
book for encouragement - 
that space should be very 
different afterwards. 
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PLANT SUPPORTS 
€F Garden Artefacts 


Made in England 
Beautiful designs for perennials, roses, shrubs & climbers 
www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk 
Tel. 01773 550495 


www.jsgardens.co.uk 
01905 381679 / 07930 576881 


rosa ‘Louise Peel’ 


Mail Order Catalogue Display Gardens 


www.classicroses.co.uk 
¢ & Attleborough Norfolk 


greenhouse 


We would love to sell 
more Keder greenhouses § 
to our customers... 


...Ssadly, with existing ones lasting 30 years or more, 
we don't get the chance. 


AN ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE 
THING: THE RADICAL LIVES 
OF BRITAIN’S PIONEERING 
WOMEN GARDENERS 

by Fiona Davison 


Little Toller, £20 
ISBN 978-1915068217 


An important account of six ‘surplus’ (single) 


women, determined to flout convention and 


make lives for themselves as professional gardeners. 


Reviewer Ambra Edwards is a writer and garden historian. 


In 1898, Olive Harrison achieved 
the highest mark in the country 
in national exams recently 
introduced by the RHS. This 
distinction should have entitled 
her to a scholarship to train at 
the RHS garden at Chiswick, but 
when she wrote to claim her 
prize, Olive was curtly informed 
that, being female, this was out 
of the question. These letters, 
long buried among the directors’ 
correspondence, were recently 
uncovered by Fiona Davison, 
head of libraries and exhibitions 
at the Royal Horticultural 
Society, prompting her to try to 
discover what became of some 
of the 500 women who sat the 
exam between its launch and the 
outbreak of the First World War. 
Focusing on six women 
from very different backgrounds, 
and with very different hopes 
attached to a gardening career, 
she uncovers a tale of crushing 
and persistent prejudice on the 
part of the patriarchy: women 
were not admitted to study at 
Wisley on the same footing as 
men until 1974. A famous 1898 
photograph of the first female 
gardeners at Kew adorns the 


cover: but this ‘experiment’ 
in employment was rapidly 
discontinued, revived only 
briefly in wartime, and by 
1922 there were no more 
women gardeners at Kew. 
Nonetheless, Gertrude Cope, 
who appears in that picture, 
went on be head gardener for 
the Cadbury family at 
Bournville; Madeline Agar 
became a noted garden designer; 
suffragist Ada Brown founded 
a successful nursery; Olive 
Cockerell pioneered ‘French 
gardening’; while the 
indefatigable Edith Bradley 
campaigned for smallholder 
self-sufficiency; and Isobel 
Turner promoted horticultural 
training as the key to an 
independent life in the colonies. 
This is an important and 
absorbing piece of social history, 
showing how gardens and 
gardening became the arena 
for the eras culture wars, 
framing political struggle, early 
environmentalism and far- 
reaching social reform. And, 
above all, the bitter battle to 
allow women the long-denied 
right to live as they choose. 


~KATEFLOOD 


GARDENING 
CAN BE 
MURDER 


VIBRANT 
BOTANICAL 
PAINTING 


The life of plants in watercolour 


BUTTERFLIES 


DOWNTOOLS BOOK REVIEWS 


From compost recipes to seasonal vegetable feasts, with a side 
serving of murder, here are more titles to feed your curiosity. 


THE COMPOST COACH 

by Kate Flood 

Murdoch Books, £16.99 

ISBN 978-1922616456 

An accessible guide to creating 
the very best compost from food 
scraps and household carbon. 
Includes advice on kit, techniques 
and troubleshooting. 


GARDENING CAN BE MURDER 
by Marta McDowell 

Timber Press, £25 

ISBN 978-1643261126 

A book that delves into the 
many ways in which mystery 
writers have found inspiration 
from poisonous plants and the 
more sinister side of gardens. 


VIBRANT BOTANICAL PAINTING 
by Jarnie Godwin 

Crowood, £25 

ISBN 978-0719842658 

Offers practical advice from 

an award-winning botanical 

artist on how to capture 

the beauty of flowers 

in watercolour. 


SARAH RAVEN’S GARDEN 
COOKBOOK 

Bloomsbury Publishing, £35 
ISBN 978-1526640130 
Arepackaged edition of Sarah 
Raven's 2007 classic, containing 
450 simple and seasonal recipes 
that celebrate the veg, herbs and 
fruit grown in the UK. 


THE LIVES OF BUTTERFLIES 

by David G James and 

David J Lohman 

Princeton University Press, £30 
ISBN 978-0691240565 

An illustrated introduction to 
butterflies from around the world, 
including their life cycles, habitats 
and how to support them. 
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GARDENS 


PU) Sel REAL BD) 


ONIFINIS 


Join us live online for our new autumn series of virtual talks from some of the 
UK's leading gardeners and designers — or watch on demand when it suits you 


aeM 


S Ever *, THURSDAY 
OS Mee Ae 


JOIN LIVE 


7PM 
THURSDAY. , 
26 OCTOBER [i 


Cut flowers from 
your garden 


WITH RACHEL SIEGFRIED 
FLOWER FARMER AND FLORAL DESIGNER 


“JOIN LIVE 


BOOK ALL |>(L 2h iss 
THREE beets 
FOR £36 & 


0 ~* Secrets of small 
SAVE 20% } aapkerh 


this QR code with your AWARD-WINNING GARDEN DESIGNER 
sq phone's camera, or go to 
J ' gardensillustrated.com/ 


masterclass 


RICHARD BLOOM, EVA NEMETH, RACHEL WARNE 


C 


ADOPT AN OLIVE TREE 


and enjoy the finest olive oil 
all year from your own tree 


Save 15% 


GD15 


off first pack 


OLIO D'OLIVA 
EXTRA VERGINE 


Pr eee ee a 
OLIO NUOVO 


Cold off the presses. 
xperience the difference 
fresh makes with our olio nuovo, 


Poméra 


Pomora 


OLIVE. Ore POMORA.COM 


SIMPLY 
CHRISTMAS 


GIF 1 


~ Buin 
MEGAPACK 


¢ 

¢ 

r THREE EXTRA MAGS 
« &ADIGITALCARD . 
». MAKING KIT 


Christmas ever! 


“Deched in 
STYLE 


Ifispiring home décor 
%. & festive interiors 
toswoor over 


i‘ 


HOW THEY MAKI 
CHRISTMAS THEIR OWN 


an get ipecthess 
® Choose sustainably 


www.buysubscriptions.com/SimplyChristmas23 
03330 162138 and quote ‘SIMPLY CHRISTMAS 23 PRINT1’ Sills 


+UK calls will cost the same as other standard fixed line numbers (starting 01 or 02) and are included as part of any inclusive or free minutes allowances eae 
(if offered by your phone tariff). Lines open weekdays 9am to 5pm. Overseas please call +44 (0)1604 973 746. Price for UK Including postage is £6.99, EUR price £7.99, on 
ROW price £8.99. All prices include P&P. On sale from 14 September 2023. Please allow up to 28 days for delivery. Offer subject to availability. [=] +t 


To enter, scan the 
QR code above 
with your phone's 
camera or go to: 
gardensillustrated. 
com/hartwell 
house 


Hartwell’s Jacobean fagade 
viewed from across the lake. 


Enjoy heritage and comfort with 
a stay at luxury hotel Hartwell 
House & Spa, set on the edge of 
the Chilterns in Buckinghamshire. 
Hartwell House is remarkable for 
its architecture and history — it 
was leased to the exiled King Louis 
XVIII of France and his court in 
1809. The impressive house, with 
both Jacobean and Georgian 
facades, contains Roccoco ceilings, 
antique furniture and paintings, 
yet has every contemporary 
comfort ofa hotel of note. 

An award-winning restaurant, 
spa and all-weather tennis courts 
add to Hartwell’s attractions, as 


well as the extensive 90-acre park 
and garden. First designed in the 
early 18th century in the formal 
style with allées, temples, garden 
statuary, canals and an amazing 
yew tree exedra, by the middle of 
the 18th century most of the 
formality was swept away and the 
garden landscaped by Richard 
Woods, a follower of Lancelot 
‘Capability Brown. 

There are swathes of daffodils in 
spring, and a picturesque bridge 
over the lake — originally the 
central span of the old Kew Bridge, 
dismantled and sold in 1898. 

More details at hartwell-house.com 


Terms and conditions The Promoter is Our Media Limited (company number 05715415). Entrants must be 
UK residents, aged 18 or over. The prize is valid for stays Sunday — Thursday excluding public holidays and 


NIGEL HARPER 


Christmas period (24 December 2023 — 2 January 2024 inclusive) and valid for one year from date of 
publication. Two-night stay is for two guests sharing a Classic double or twin room. Dinner is a bill of fare, 
three-course dinner each with a bottle of house red or white wine as selected by the restaurant; afternoon 
tea is a traditional afternoon tea for each person with a glass of English sparkling wine. Full terms and 
conditions can be found at gardensillustrated.com/hartwellhouse 


DOWNTOOLS 


COMPETITION 


Gardens Illustrated is offering readers the chance 
to win a two-night stay at Hartwell House & Spa. 


THE PRIZE 


For one winner and their guest, the prize 
(worth £1,195) includes: 
Two-night stay at Hartwell House with breakfast 
Three-course dinner for two one evening with 
a bottle of house wine 
+ Afternoon tea for two one afternoon with 
a glass of English sparkling wine 
+ Use of the spa facilities 
¢ Ashort guided tour of the gardens followed 
by coffee/tea 


HOW TO ENTER 


For your chance to win, answer the 
following question correctly: 


Who was the English monarch during 
the Jacobean era? 

a) Elizabeth | 

b) James | 

c) Charles | 


Enter online at 


gardensillustrated.com/hartwellhouse 
Closing date 11.59pm, 3 October 2023. 
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BUYING BACK ISSUES OF 


Crossword 


1 2 3 4 


WERSION _- GARENS_ GARDENS 
You can buy printed : 
issues of the magazine 
published up to six 
issues ago at 
buysubscriptions.com 
or see below 
for details. 


DIGITAL 
VERSION 


Save money 
when you 
subscribe to 
the digital 
edition — 
see page 24 
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CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 


discounts available — see below for details. 


TO ORDER PRINTED COPIES OR SLIPCASES ACROSS DOWN 
6 Genus of herbs such as tansy - can 1 Sort of upright shrub that's the 
mutate, unusually (9) norm? (8) 
03330 162114 +44 1604 973722 9 Genus of ‘Sago palny - sort of 2 Genus of snowflake flowers (formerly 
non-U yuccas! (5) Leucojum) - held by pharmacist (4) 


11 South African, two-lipped, colourful 3 A sedum with variegated leaves, 
bedding plant - see main variety (7) RHS Plant of the Year 2019 — a 
12 A yellow-flowered heuchera with legendary place down under (8) 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED PRINTED ISSUES ORDER FORM 
Complete this form and send to: Gardens Illustrated, Back Issues, PO Box 
3320, 3 Queensbridge, Northampton NN4 7BF (You may photocopy this form). 


coppery foliage — from fair-haired 4 All-double Eustoma series (Prairie 
person, that is? (7) gentian) — spurned by Narcissus (4) 
| would like to order copy/copies of issue(s) 13 Such burnt remains make excellent 5 Earth loved by ericaceous plants (4,4) 
SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS fertiliser (5) 7 A white-flowering Gladiolus with 
(UK - £5.79 per copy (UK - £6.99 per copy 15 Types of this bulb include cerise markings - and insect larva (5) 
CEU - £6.49 per copy DIEU — £7.99 per copy ‘Rembrandt? and ‘Parrot’ (5) 8 Historic cultivar of a red-flamed white 
URest of world - £7.49 per copy Rest of world — £8.99 per copy i7abloneucee ded Monty Don in 2018 tulip ... in cream abelias (5) 
for services to horticulture, broadcasting 10 It’s a riddle for a gardener, for 
| would like to order slipcase(s) and charity ... in October (3) instance (5) 
SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 18 A white-flowering masterwort 14 Anne’ raised plant that’s a source of 
CJUK- £8.49 each TQUK- £9.99 each (Peucedanum) — beloved of Chloe? (7) _ laxative (5) 
DIEU — £9.45 each DIEU - £10.50 each 20 Deep-pink, flavoursome, 16 The garden pea genus — part of crop 

Pasiemad psiclmatamtsiinelusledhtaliiantess cherry tomato — found in Montrose, is umbelliferous (5) 

Llandudno (7) 19 Succulent-leaved herb needs paler 
22 Tree of eg Abies species (3) sun, badly (8) 
Ol enclose a cheque/international money order made payable to 23 Sap-sucking insect (5) 20 Genus of false fennel - I putin 


Our Media Ltd for £ 


25 A purple ornamental allium with Florida possibly (8) 
U1! would like to pay by credit/debit card, please debit my card 


dome-shaped flowers; city of Florida (5) 21 Genus of species aka ‘Cobra’ or 


Wise im) WMeeieie2(G) |m 27 Genus of ‘Cockscomb plants - ‘Snake Lily’ - sort of sea Maria (8) 
OOOO OOOO OOOO OOOO ‘Solace; I cultivated (7) 22 The fig tree genus (5) 
Expiry date LT ITU1 issue no. (if shown)_IL] 29 Genus of diverse spice bush, 24 The shape of Ipomoea ‘Morning 
small trees with aromatic Glory leaves (5) 
= leaves — upset Ireland! (7) 26 Purple-flowering climber with 
31 A petite-flowering sunflower, bred _chocolate-scented flowers — ikebana 
YOUR DETAILS for cutting — in season, January (5) variety (no name) (6) 
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32 Genus of sea aster (formerly an Aster 28 Fungal disease in potatoes requiring 
' species) — or tulip? I'm confused! (9) BACS transfer! (4) 

: 30 A series of Phlox paniculata — in 

i June only (4) 


Forename 


: * Solutions to this issue’s crossword will be printed in the October issue 


' 

Ses Serr eee SOLUTIONS TO THE AUGUST CROSSWORD 
PERERA SINE OOS Lela Ae ee i eo ee ee eae ACROSS 1 Teasel 5 Cold snap 9 Gage 10 Berry 11 Leaf 12 Plumeria 14 Arils 
15/29 Goldenrod 16 Tickseed 18 Calathea 21 Aroids 23 Eddoes 25 Crocuses 

26 Slip 27 Edith 28 Taro 30 Veratrum 31 Shandy. 

DOWN 2 Eva 3 Stemmed 4 Labyrinth 5 Currant 6 Layia 7 Salvias 8 Adam's needle 
13 Leonardslee 17 Ceanothus 19 Amorpha 20 Arctium 22 Opuntia 24 Shear. 


KEEP IN TOUCH 


Gardens Illustrated (published by Our Media Limited) would like to send you updates, special offers 
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ADVERTISEMENT F 


EATURE 


Autumn inspiration 


From beautiful craftsmanship to handmade pots and practical 
accessories, we can help to make your autumn garden special 


WONDERLAND 
BOUTIQUE 


Bring some sunshine into your 
wardrobe with a pure-silk scarf 
from Wonderland Boutique. 
Only £39, which includes gift 
wrapping and p&p, they also 
make a perfect gift and can be 
sent directly to the recipient. 


01263 732643 
wonderlandboutique.com 


DEVENICK DESIGNS 


‘Hagrid’ the Royal Stag 

garden sculpture is part of our 
Thinimals® collection. Standing 
at 1.7m tall, this contemporary 
design captures the bold stature 
of this solitary animal. Made 

in steel, the sculpture is suited 
to formal or informal styles of 
garden. Visit our website to view 
our beautiful designs or contact 
us for more information. 


07720 841394 
devenickdesigns.co.uk 


PLANT BELLES 


A unique range of handmade 
plant supports. Plant Belles are 
available in nine different shapes 
and sizes, elegantly crafted from 
quality steel wire with rusted 
finish. The grow-through Belle 
frames, offer support in the 
borders for needy perennials, very 
popular for peonies and dahlias. 


01363 84514 
plantbelles.co.uk 


ARCHITECTURAL 
HERITAGE 


The Verdigris Copper Garden 
Collection. Hand crafted from 
heavy gauge brass, riveted together 
and then verdigris patinated, our 
extensive collection of planters 
and water containers is available 
to order in circular, square and 
rectangular form, from small 

to large scale. Please contact us 
for further information. 


01386 584414 
architectural-heritage.co.uk 


PERILLA 


Luxury 75% alpaca socks; there 
are eight ranges of socks, which 
include the thickest walking socks 
(shown). Alpaca fibre has higher 
insulating properties, repels odour 
and bacteria but gently wicks away 
moisture keeping feet feeling fresh 
all day. Great palette of colours 
and gift box options. 


01886 853615 
perilla.co.uk 


BACKDOORSHOES 


Our fantastic Backdoorshoes 
will put a flourish in your step! 
They are lightweight, waterproof, 
durable and versatile. The perfect 
footwear to slip on and tend to 
the garden, walk the dog or even 
nip out to the garden office. We 
have over 30 fun designs to suit 
all (including Nostalgia Rose, 

as pictured)! 


01202 232357 
backdoorshoes.co.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Nursery guide 


Get inspired with the best plant, tree and shrub suppliers 


BEETHAM NURSERIES OLD COURT NURSERIES 


Beetham Nurseries is a family- 
owned, independent Garden 
Centre and Growing Nursery on 
the A6 in south Cumbria, just four 
miles from the M6 motorway. 
Established in 1984, we are proud 
to offer our customers something 
different and unique. The Growing 
Nursery is a traditional retail plant 
nursery where you will find 
thousands of herbaceous 
perennials; they will always be 
interesting and grown by us here 
at Beetham Nurseries. 


beethamnurseries.co.uk | 015395 63630 


ASHWOOD NURSERIES 


A he 


A plantsman’s paradise and an 
independent nursery situated in 
the West Midlands open seven days 
a week. We specialise in hellebores, 
hardy cyclamen, salvias, hepaticas, 
lewisias, hydrangeas, dwarf 
conifers, snowdrops, primula 
auricula and many more beautiful 
plants. Our UK mail-order service 
sends plants, garden essentials and 
gifts direct to your doorstep. 

John’s Garden is open every 
Saturday for charity. Please visit 
our website for full details. 


ashwoodunurseries.com | 01384 401996 


LANGTHORNS PLANTERY 


With an eye for the unusual and a 
vast range of plants of all sizes, 
the team at Langthorns Plantery 
is on hand to help you choose the 
right plants for your garden. Our 
collection of more than 5,000 
varieties includes ornamental and 
fruit trees, shrubs, perennials, 
roses, climbers, bamboos, grasses, 
herbs and wildflowers. View 
online or visit our Plantery and 
share our passion for plants. 


langthorns.com | 01371 872611 


This family run nursery and 
garden specialises in Michaelmas 
daisies. The one-and-a-half-acre 
Picton garden is home to the 
National Collection of autumn 
flowering asters, in peak flower 
between 20 September and 10 
October. Come and enjoy a 
meander through the glorious 
autumn borders and choose a 
plant or two to take home with 
you. Mail order available, plants 
are propagated to order and sent 
in spring ready for planting. 


autumnasters.co.uk | 01684 540416 


BLUEBELL ARBORETUM & NURSERY 


Specialist nursery growing hardy 
trees, shrubs and climbers 
including a huge selection of 
unusual species and cultivars. 
Informative website with plenty 
of plant photos and a reliable 
mail-order service is available. 
Surrounded by a beautiful 
nine-acre woodland garden (an 
RHS partner garden), which is 
open to visitors all year round. 


bluebellnursery.com | 01530 413700 


BUNKERS HILL PLANT NURSERY 


A family-run plant nursery near 
Woodstock in Oxfordshire, with an 
old-fashioned feel and traditional 
values. In autumn and winter we 
specialise in bareroot stock of roses, 
soft fruit, fruit trees, ornamental 
trees, hedging, pleached trees and 
rootball plants. Then in spring 
and summer the nursery is 
bursting with a huge selection of 
perennials and shrubs with an 
assortment of rare or unusual 
plants. We are also pleased to send 
bulbs and roses nationwide. 


bunkershillgardenshop.co.uk | 01869 331492 
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- A subtly textured city courtyard with contemporary 
appeal by designer Stefano Marinaz 
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- The cottage garden of one of Britain’s oldest inhabited 
dwellings — the inspiration for the Green Knowe novels 


- A stately Wiltshire garden with food, flowers, 
meadow and dramatic modern landforms 


- Top plants to keep the show going into autumn 


« Boomerang blooms: tulips and other spring bulbs 
that come back reliably year on year 


AROLE DRAKE 
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ON SALE 4 OCTOBER 


Save money when you subscribe to the digital edition — see page 24. 
Also in selected Waitrose, Sainsbury’s and Tesco stores, 
as well as WHSmith, and all good magazine retailers. 
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SITTING COMFORTABLY 


Summer may be slowly slipping away, but columnist Alice Vincent is still on the lookout 


for stylish garden furniture she can afford that she doesn’t have to make herself 


t's 2023 and we've accomplished many 
things: peat-free plug plants for sale 
in petrol stations, dandelions at the 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show, and 
petitions against the sale of non- 
organic pesticides to the public. And yet, 
sourcing affordable and inoffensive garden 
furniture still remains a profound challenge. 


This has long been a bugbear and sometime 
business pipe dream of mine, often swiftly 
snuffed out, for lam neither a businesswoman 
nor a furniture designer. My humble kingdom 
for a small, chic table for the gravel garden. 
Back in May, when summer turned up for 
a few weeks, I was emboldened by a cocktail 
and constructed something out of an old 
chimney pot and a marble slab. Four months 
later and it’s still in place; I'm yet to better it 
with actual furniture. 


The offerings are bizarrely limited to cuboids 
made of rattan, or its plastic equivalent; jumbo 
teak dining sets made, presumably, for gardens 
with sheds large enough to store them for nine 
months of the year, or people happy to leave 
them out and treat them annually; and the 
go-to among urban gardens: the Hay Palissade 
set, a minimalist Scandi effort the colour of 
an olive and somewhat lacking in lumbar 
support. All cost between £1,000 and £2,000. 
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For those of us who would rather put that 
money towards going on holiday and 
actually sitting somewhere warm, the 
options are perhaps even more limited: 
flimsy metal bistro sets, lightweight 
armchairs that are unlikely to survive 
winter's rages, and oceans of plastic. 


Tm conscious I'm being a grouch, but I’ve 
been on this hunt for about a decade now. 
Garden furniture is especially challenging 
because it either needs to look good and stay 
put long after the autumn equinox, or be 
clever enough to be tucked away somewhere. 
This summer I indulged in a flat-pack metal 
table from La Redoute, which remains in 
several parts after a marital argument about a 
missing bolt. We make do with hand-me- 
down Ikea chairs painted black and some 
folding, slotted deckchairs, which spend a lot 
of time living in the cupboard under the stairs. 


In the spirit of being a solutions-rather-than- 
a-problems person, looking for second-hand 
is a satisfying bet. Facebook Marketplace, 
Gumtree and Nextdoor.com are awash with 
people's old tables and chairs, and wooden 
furniture can scrub up nicely with sanding 
and painting. I spray-painted a metal Ikea 
table with a couple cans of Rust-Oleum and 
was amazed at the results. 


I enjoy a bit of patina in a garden. A little spot 
of rust here, some peeling paint there — objects 
that look like they’ve lived a life before they 
entered yours will blend more beautifully with 
the creeping stem of a clematis or rose. They'll 
also take on their own magnitude when the 
garden dies down over winter. 


You might get lucky on the neighbourhood 
resale websites - I got all of the Victorian 
chimney pots in my garden from a front 
garden in Croydon for £60 - but reclaim 
centres, antiques specialists and markets can 
come up with the goods. Before you go 
browsing, measure up and know the limits of 
size for what youre after, including the size 
of your door frames to get it into the garden. 


Go with an open mind, too: metal, marble and 
plastic vintage indoor furniture can all be used 
outside. An old wash-stand, a sewing machine 
base, a 1960s egg chair: these will stand up to 
rain and sleet as well as the modern stuff made 
of the same material. Indoor furniture often 
has better proportions and design features 
than that destined for the garden. 


And as we cruise into autumn, now is a good 
time to buy; people aren't madly looking for it, 
and you might get a bargain. Just think about 
how smug you'll feel next spring. 0 
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Tradition & Technology 
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If you love your garden, you'll know it takes time and care to create something truly wonderful. 


That’s why we put our faith in traditional joinery techniques such as mortise and Endorsed by 
tenon joints to give our greenhouses strength and integrity. Using only the highest 


quality Western Red Cedar. Handcrafted in our Cotswold workshops. 
No wonder Gabriel Ash are the only timber greenhouses endorsed by the RH S 
Royal Horticultural Society (RHS). 


For a Free Brochure call 01242 662 926 or visit gabrielash.com 


Classic freestanding Greenhouses, Coldframes and Accessories 
are now available to buy online at 20% Off RRP. 


See us at the Malvern Autumn Show (22nd - 24th September). 


. 
®The Royal Horticultural Society. The Royal Horticultural Society, and its logo, are trade marks of The Royal Horticultural Society. Trustpilot * * * * | 
(Registered Charity No. 222879/SC038262) and used under licence from RHS Enterprises Limited. Aug 2023 
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®)RHS | sorAS &STUFF 


Visit one’of our 23 showrooms 
0808 178 3211- | www.sofasandstuff.com/rhs 


® The Royal Horticultural Society, Trade marks of The Royal Horticultural Society (Registered Charity No 222879/SC038262) used under licence from RHS Enterprises Limited. 


